
Speaker of the FNC:
FNC is the Mouthpiece of UAE Nationals

INTERVIEW

Mohammed bin Rashid  
visits Emirati Unit of the 
Peninsula Shield Force 
in Bahrain

[ A Specialized Monthly Journal On Military & Strategic Affairs ]  41st  Year  |  Issue No. 492  |  Jan 2013





3|  Issue 492  | Jan 2013  |

12/12/12

By:
Staff Major\ Yousef Juma 
AL Hadad
Editor in Chief

Editorial

The Almighty God has endowed us with a nation with limitless ambitions, achievements 
and successes – one for excellence, sublimity and progress. Four decades ago , the late 
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan (May God bless his soul) opened the Zayed Port to 
become Abu Dhabi’s gate to international trade, in a move that highlighted the necessity 
of creating a fully integrated network of modern infrastructure to develop national econo-
my and streamline business in the Emirate. Today, this march is pursued by His Highness 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the UAE and Supreme Commander 
of the Armed Forces, (May God save him) by officially launching Khalifa Port (KP) at 
12:12:12 on 12/12/12 to serve a cornerstone for commerce, economic and maritime trans-
port, and maximize the contribution of these sectors to economic growth and diversifica-
tion in compliance with “Abu Dhabi Vision 2030”. The $ 7.2 billion-worth project, which 
is based in Al-Taweela, is rightly a new achievement added to Abu Dhabi’s volume-length 
record of giant projects, and is considered one of the biggest industrial zones in the world. 

A cornerstone in a massive long-term plan, KP is expected to provide 150000 plus job 
opportunities in 2030, contribute by 15% to Abu Dhabi’s non-oil gross domestic product 
(GDP) by the same year. Handling capacity is expected to hit 15 million containers and 35 
million tons of general goods in 2030. KP will, moreover, provide immeasurable competi-
tive edge such as low operating expenses, electronic processing, and automated operation 
to cut down offloading time and costs considerably. KP will be connected with a railway 
project which is being carried out by Etihad Railway Company (ERC) as to accommodate 
and ship commodities by railways, thus making it the first port in the region to pro-
vide this vital means of transport and offer clients and commodity transport companies 
various benefits including access to 4 billion user-markets and vicinity to 4 international 
airports. It can also receive the biggest ships in the world, enable maritime and inland 
transport companies to transport goods and containers to and from KP without delay, ac-
commodate general goods and specialized project shipments. KP also has the only semi-
automatic container terminal in the Middle East and North Africa, six giant cranes –the 
biggest ever- for ship-port handling and unprecedented fully-integrated infrastructure. 
KP can also process all transaction of clients through the internet, and investors and busi-
nessmen can also enjoy a tax-free working environment.

The wheel of this gigantic project started rolling, thus demonstrating our determination 
to place the UAE where it should be on the world maritime trade map. Our wise leader-
ship has taught us how to look positively at the future and make it as it should be for our 
generations. Various UAE agencies/organizations are proceeding with efforts to boost 
UAE position and continue the success story in implementation of the farsighted vision 
of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the UAE and Supreme 
Commander of the Armed Forces, (May God save him) who said “The UAE is proceeding 
with plans to carry out giant projects aimed to strengthen national economy in such a way 
as to boost UAE place on the world economy map”. 

The UAE people have every right to take pride in their leadership – one fully dedicated 
to the creation of the most advanced navigation infrastructure in the world which will 
be a powerful support for massive economic development. KP reflects, indeed, Govern-
ment’s commitment to the diversification of sources of national income with the purpose 
of creating job opportunities for UAE citizens and attracting local, regional and interna-
tional investments•
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The World 
is coming

17-21 November 2013
The dubai Airshow moves  
to dubai World central  #dXB13

 

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid visits Emirati Unit of the 
Peninsula Shield Force in Bahrain

Vice President and Prime Minister of 
UAE and Ruler of Dubai, His Highness 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Mak-
toum visited one of the Emirati units in 
the Peninsula Shield Force in Bahrain, 
last December.

H.H. Lt. General Sheikh Saif bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Minister of Interior, H.H. Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Foreign 
Minister, as well as Lt. General Misbah 
Rashid Al Fattan, Director of the Office 
of H.H. Vice-President and Prime Min-
ister and Ruler of Dubai were accompa-
nying him.

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid and 
his entourage were received by Field 
Marshal Shaikh Khalifa bin Ahmed 
Al Khalifa, Commander-in-Chief of 
the Bahrain Defence Force (BDF), Lt. 
General Hamad Mohammed Thani Al 
Rumaithi, Chief of Staff of the Armed 
Forces and a number of senior Military 
officials.

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid at-
tended military briefing on a number 
of topics and military tasks of the joint 
forces. He hailed the bravery and the 
competencies of military unit members 
that fulfill their national duties with ut-

most efficiency, stressing the brotherly 
relations between UAE and Bahrain on 
all levels, and wished them good luck 
and blessing in their endeavors in de-
fending the peace in the region. 

Later, Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum was presented a commem-
orative plaque depicting an old picture 
uniting His Highness and King of Bah-
rain Hamad bin Isa bin Salman Al Khal-
ifa dating back to 1973 during his visit 
to Bahrain. He expressed gratitude and 
said the plaque hold sentimental value 
for him•

Mohammed bin Rashid, Saif bin Zayed, Commander-in-Chief of the Bahrain Defence Force & Chief of Staff of the UAE Armed Forces

Mohammed bin Rashid receives an old picture uniting HH and King of Bahrain HH receives a memorial plaque
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MEBA 2012: Breaking New Records
Business Aviation Market to grow to US $1 billion

The business aviation world touched 
down in Dubai on the second week of 
December 2012 as the fifth, and larg-
est, Middle East Business Aviation show 
(MEBA) – the only event in the region 
dedicated to business aviation - opened 
for the first time at the expansive master-
planned aerotropolis Dubai World Cen-
tral. The show was officially opened by 
HH Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al Mak-
toum, President of Dubai Civil Aviation 
Authority and Chairman of both the 
Emirates Group and Dubai Airports. 

HH Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Bin 
Khalifa Al Nahyan, Chairman of the 
Board of Directors and CEO of Abu 
Dhabi’s Falcon Aviation Services made 
a networking visit to the MEBA show.  

During his tour, Sheikh Zayed stopped 
for a briefing on the Bell 429 twin-en-
gine helicopter – one of 45 aircraft being 
exhibited on MEBA’s static display. ME-
BA’s static park featured aircraft from the 
world’s leading manufacturers including 
family of fleets from Gulfstream, Bom-
bardier, Dassault, Airbus, Boeing and 
Embraer.

HH Sheikh Ahmed spent almost two 
hours touring the show accompanied 
by HE Sheikha Lubna Al Qasimi, UAE 
Minister For Foreign Trade, Akbar Al  
Baker, Qatar Airways’ CEO, Ali Ahmed 
Al Naqbi, Founding Chairman of the 
Middle East Business Aviation Associa-
tion (MEBAA) and Khalifa Al Zaffin, 
Chairman of Dubai World Central.

Exhibitors and Visitors
MEBA is organized by F&E Aerospace 
on behalf of the Middle East Business 
Aviation Association which confirmed a 
record visitor turnout for the industry-
only event. The show had 385 exhibitors 
from 45 countries – 14 percent more 
participants than two years ago. The ex-
hibitor line-up included new-to-show 
pavilions representing the USA and 
Malta while display boasted 45 aircrafts, 
including a static display of models from 
the world’s leading manufacturers.

MEBA ran for three days from 11 to 
13 December at Dubai World Central – 
the first aviation exhibition to be staged 
at the master-planned aerotropolis and 
attracted 7,549 attendees from 84 coun-
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tries – a 20 percent increase on the 2010 
show.

New Business Aviation Hub
MEBA has resolved the myth of DWC 
for many people who have seen it for the 
first time and now understand the real-
ity of it coming together. Many industry 
players have visited the show and seen 
DWC for themselves and can confident-
ly say that when the full infrastructure, 
which includes the initial city elements 
including staff accommodation are com-
plete within about 10 years, this will be 
the undisputed business aviation hub of 
the Middle East.

In general the response to the Dubai 
World Central setting was positive, par-
ticularly the ease of getting there from 
the new Dubai areas – but for certain, 
participants in 2014 will find themselves 
very much in a business aviation hub as 
DWC’s fixed base operating tenants will 
be fully operational by then including 
Jetex, ExecuJet and Jet Aviation. It will 
be a much focused atmosphere in a mar-
ket which is rebounding.

Along with new aircraft and a new 
show site, MEBA 2012 presented a new 
exhibit area, the U.S. Pavilion, showcas-
ing the goods and services of ten U.S. 

aviation companies, spanning a range of 
goods and services from in-flight cater-
ing to aircraft manufacturing.

Positive Vibes 
MEBA 2012 spanned 19,033 square me-
ters with room at DWC to spare. “We 
have invested here to accommodate 
growth and to create demand – an ap-
proach we are known for,” said HH 
Sheikh Ahmed. “We will press ahead 
with development of a dedicated show 
site here for next year’s Dubai Airshow 
and we could be seeing passenger air-
craft arriving here before the exhibition 
opens.”

 Ali Al Naqbi, Founding Chairman  
of MEBAA, told delegates at a pre-expo 
conference that the regional business 
aviation market, currently valued at US 
$493 million, will be worth US $1 bil-
lion by 2018 “Quite simply there is huge 
growth potential here,” said Al Naqbi 
who explained that regional business 
aviation traffic had risen 12 percent in 
the past year and predicted its installed 
fleet would expand from the current 500 
to 1,300 aircraft by 2020.

Mubadala Aerospace Executive Di-
rector, Homaid Al Shemmari called for 
consolidation within the regional in-

dustry to ignite “great opportunities.” Al 
Shemmari said the consolidation would 
come gradually and would put the Mid-
dle East and the UAE capital at the cent-
er of the global industry, which would 
have to be ready to partner the region. 
“We don’t want to continue the same 
game,” said Al Shemmari. “We now 
want exchange. We will buy 100 planes 
but we want something in return. We 
want investment in this region in terms 
of manufacturing, support and supply. 
And with the way the global scenario is 
changing, business aircraft manufactur-
ers will have to focus on MENA and the 
Far East.”

Sheikha Lubna described the business 
aviation sector “an engine of growth for 
the UAE and the region.” She added: 
“The region is very affluent, we have 
invested in the right facilities for which 
we are now reaping the awards with this 
expansive show, the market is growing 
with increasing use of corporate and pri-
vate jets for both business and pleasure 
and I think we have a sector here that 
still has huge untapped reserves.”

Growth was also forecast by the Qatar 
Airways’ CEO. “The GCC region is cer-
tainly a growth area and everyone in the 
industry is waking up to the fact that this 

MEBA ran for 
three days from 11 
to 13 December 
at Dubai World 
Central – the first 
aviation exhibition 
to be staged at the 
master-planned 
aerotropolisMEBA’s aircraft exhibit line-up spurs opening of Dubai World Central
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is a very important market. There is infi-
nite potential here,” said Akbar Al Baker.

Execujet’s Managing Director Middle 
East Mike Berry confirmed at MEBA 
that his company, which provides air-
craft and FBO handling services, is to 
begin migrating operations from Dubai 
International, from where it’s operated 
since 1999,  to DWC and hopes to oper-
ate a from VIP lounge at DWC shortly.

Further positivity was highlighted by 
the UK’s Gama Aviation, which oper-
ates the exclusive FBO in Sharjah and 
announced at MEBA that it has stepped 
up its UAE fleet by five aircraft including 
the allocation of an Embraer Legacy 600 
for the UAE capital market.

Highlights 
Dassault Aviation:  Dassault Falcon, 
the business jet arm of Dassault Avia-
tion, has concluded the sale of two air-
craft to Saudi Arabia’s Wallan Aviation. 
A pre-owned Falcon 900EX EASy II will 
now be delivered to Wallan Aviation, a 
prominent Middle Eastern general avia-
tion company, by the end of this year 
and a new tri-engine Falcon 900LX in 

the second quarter of next year. Wallan 
Aviation says it will operate both aircraft 
for the company’s own use with the op-
tion of offering one or both to the char-
ter market. The sale marks Wallan Avia-
tion’s maiden entry into the Dassault 
Falcon range and large cabin segment.

The Falcon 900LX is one of 45 aircraft 
displayed on MEBA’s static park. Das-
sault says it plans to deliver six Falcons 
to Middle East customers over the next 
18 months, growing its fleet by 10 per-
cent. More than 60 Falcon business jets 
already operate in the Middle East.
Boeing : Boeing is confident that it can 
convince almost all Boeing 747 VIP 
customers to buy the -8 variant of the 
jumbo.  There are around 25 of the older 
variants of the 747 - including the -200, 
-300, -400 and SP - in service, says Steve 
Taylor, president of Boeing Business Jets. 
Most are in the Middle East, with some 
having been in service for over 20 years 
and needing to be replaced gradually 
over the next few years, he adds. “The 
747 remains the best aircraft in this 
large-aircraft VIP segment, which is tar-
geted at the heads of states, especially in 

the Middle East,” says Taylor. “This re-
placement program is not an immediate 
thing and will evolve slowly. But we are 
confident that the vast majority of these 
aircraft will be replaced by the 747-8.” 
Boeing has sold nine 747-8s in the VIP 
configuration and will have delivered 
seven by the end of 2012.  
Falcon Aviation: Falcon Aviation is one 
of the GCC’s leading providers of corpo-
rate jet and helicopter services. The com-
pany currently operates a helicopter fleet 
which includes a Bell 412EP, an Augusta 
A109S Grand, a Eurocopter EC-130B4 
and a Eurocopter EC-135 Hermes. Its 
fixed wing fleet boasts an Embraer Line-
age 1000, and Embraer Legacy 600 and a 
Gulfstream 450. FAS Vice President A.J. 
Baker said the MEBA tour was a “net-
working” visit but confirmed changes 
are on the way for the company’s fleet. 
“You will see changes in the Falcon Avia-
tion fleet in the short term,” he said.
MEBAA:  The Middle East Business 
Aviation Association, the official repre-
sentative of the Middle East and North 
African business aviation industry, is 
to begin collaboration with 23 authori-

HH Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Bin Khalifa Al Nahyan gets a briefing on the Bell 429 on display at MEBA
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ties in the region to help draft a “much-
needed” regional business aviation 
policy with Saudi Arabia and the UAE 
targeted in the first development stage.

The policy plan was outlined by Ali Al 
Naqbi, MEBAA’s Founding Chairman. 
“We have reached a joint initiative agree-
ment with the US headquartered Gen-
eral Aviation Manufacturers Association  
(GAMA), to assist us with this program 
which is an essential growth driver for 
the sector,” said Al Naqbi. “The MENA 
region is on the threshold of rapid ex-
pansion in business aviation yet the 
growth potential is being held back by 
the lack of a dedicated regulatory envi-
ronment for the sector.”
Royal Jet : Abu Dhabi’s Royal Jet an-
nounced its 2013 growth including fleet 
expansion and refurbishment. “Royal Jet 
is currently investing US $9 million in 
the interior refurbishment of its Boeing 
Business Jets,” explained Shane O’Hare, 
President & CEO of the international 
luxury flight services company. “Up-
grades include a new, state-of-the-art 
in-flight entertainment system, live TV, 
SATCOM, Wi-Fi and global mobile sys-
tems, while furnishings, such as luxury 
seats and sleeper beds will also be en-
hanced.” O’Hare said 2012 proved a stel-
lar year for the company. “Last year, Roy-
al Jet operated 3,135 flights to 370 cities 
in 136 countries. This year, we expect to 
comfortably outperform.”  The operator 
has also reported its busiest-ever year for 
medical evacuation (Medevac).
Honeywell Aerospace:  Honeywell 
Aerospace announced at MEBA that, 
in partnership with Jet Aviation Basel, it 
has completed the milestone delivery of 
its first ‘Ovation Select Cabin Manage-
ment System’ to a Middle East customer 
operating a Boeing Business Jet (BBJ) 3. 
The Ovation Select is an all-digital; state-
of-the-art cabin management system 
that Honeywell says provides passengers 
with the ultimate in in-flight entertain-

ment, productivity and business connec-
tivity.
Gulfstream ‘Near Sonic’ Cruiser: 
Though Gulfstream did not send an 
example of its flagship G650 to MEBA, 
Trevor Esling, Gulfstream’s regional sen-
ior vice president for international sales 
in Europe, the Middle East and Africa, 
revealed that the aircraft would begin a 
world tour from February and predicted 
that the Middle East would see its first 
G650 delivery within 12 months. The 
G650 is Gulfstream’s largest and most 
expensive business jet, and the company 
claims that it will fly faster, farther, and 
more comfortably than any other busi-
ness aircraft in its class.

The G650 is capable of reaching Mach 
0.925 – closer to the speed of sound 
than any other business jet. The aircraft 
will carry its crew of four and eight pas-
sengers on non-stop legs of 7,000nm 
at Mach 0.85, allowing direct flights 
from Dubai to New York. At Mach 0.9 
the aircraft can fly 6,000nm non-stop 
(Dubai to Cape Town), saving one hour 
compared to other business jets.  The 

aircraft has excellent take-off and land-
ing performance and, with a balanced 
field length requirement of just 5,858ft, 
the G650 will be able to operate from 
smaller airports. The G650 was awarded 
its FAA type certificate on September 7 
and EASA certification is expected be-
fore the year-end.
Hawker Beechcraft: King Airs are now 
Hawker Beechcraft’s  pride and hon-
our, and the company brought three to 
MEBA 2012. Hawker Beechcraft Corp. 
(HBC) rolled up to MEBA 2012 with 
its full line of civil Beechcraft King Air 
twin turboprops. The U.S. manufacturer 
claims to have the largest number of 
turboprop airplanes in the Middle East, 
totaling more than 140 aircraft, and says 
its King Air family accounts for more 
than 70 percent of the market in the re-
gion.  “As recognition and acceptance 
of general aviation grows in the Middle 
East and North Africa, more operators 
are discovering that Hawker Beechcraft 
offers a variety of aircraft suited for 
multiple missions, including intrare-
gional business, special mission or lei-
sure travel,” said Scott Plumb, HBC vice 
president of sales, Europe, Middle East 
and Africa.  HBC manufactures busi-
ness, special-mission, light-attack and 
trainer aircraft from its headquarters in 
Wichita, and also has operations in Little 
Rock, Arkansas; Chester, England, UK; 
and Chihuahua, Mexico.
Airbus : Airbus displayed two corporate 
jets at the MEBA show, giving visitors an 
opportunity to see the widest and tall-
est cabin of any business jet. On display 
were Airbus ACJ318 operated on VVIP 
charter flights by Al Jaber Aviation and 
the ACJ319 of a private Middle East cus-
tomer.  “We make corporate jets out of 
the world’s most modern aircraft family,” 
explains Airbus chief operating officer, 
Customers John Leahy, “which means 
that we start with great aircraft with spa-
cious cabins and then make them even 

MEBA 2014
MEBA comes around just once every two 
years and is a must-attend event for people 
who are interested in finding out how they 
can use corporate aircraft as a cost-effective 
and viable business tool.   MEBA not only 
hosted the manufacturers of business air-
craft but also the entire supply-chain from 
the business airports such as London Big-
gin Hill, Fujairah Airport and Tag Avia-
tion at Farnborough to leasing companies, 
insurance brokers, financiers, operators 
and suppliers. It is a complete one-stop 
shop for anyone involved in or interested in 
the business aviation market. Most of this 
year’s exhibitors have already signed up for 
the 2014 event. Certainly there was a drop 
off in regional business immediately after 
the economic crisis but both air charter and 
aircraft management sectors are really back 
in business. 
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better, allowing customers to take into 
the air the comfort and space of their 
lifestyles on the ground.”
Bombardier Aerospace: The Bombar-
dier Vision Flight Deck added another 
show to its world tour since it entered 
service in March 2012. Aboard the 
Global 6000 demonstrator it has ac-
cumulated over 550 flight hours, com-
pleted more than 235 legs and flown 
over 600 passengers a total distance in 
excess of 400,000 km. Bombardier has 
also expanded its support in the region 
as it continues to invest in its facilities 
and offerings. This past year, Bombar-
dier named Qatar Airways’ Corporate 
Jet Division, Qatar Executive, a Line 
Maintenance Facility (LMF) for Chal-
lenger 300, Challenger 604, Challenger 
605 and Global business jets. The Doha-
based LMF complements Bombardier’s 
parts depot and full-scale business air-
craft Regional Support Office (RSO) in 
Dubai, staffed by a Customer Liaison Pi-
lot, Customer Support Account Manag-
er, two Field Service Representatives and 
the RSO Manager. In 2011, Bombardier 
also added two more authorized facili-

ties in the region, in Turkey and Jordan, 
to support business aircraft. The Global 
5000 jet combines superior transconti-
nental speed with the largest cabin in its 
class. It offers ultimate comfort to those 
on board and with the Bombardier Vi-
sion Flight Deck it combines design and 
technology from nose to tail. On board, 
passengers have high-speed Internet and 
unmatched entertainment and produc-
tivity options.  
GE Aviation : GE Aviation has named 
ExecuJet Middle East as an authorized 
service center for its CF34-3 engines, 
which power the Bombardier Challeng-
er series. Under the agreement, ExecuJet 
Middle East can perform line mainte-
nance inspections and routine installed 
engine maintenance, including removal 
and replacement of engines and engine 
components. This authorization also al-
lows ExecuJet Middle East to provide 
OnPointSM solution and GE new en-
gine warranty support.  
Embraer : Embraer’s Legacy 650, with 
a striking new cabin design, made its 
first trip to the Middle East, arriving at 
MEBA. Just two weeks after beginning 

the flight-test campaign for its Legacy 
500 midsize business jet, Embraer’s ex-
ecutive jets division arrived at MEBA  
with a string of other important mile-
stones behind it.

On November 27 it conducted the 
successful first flight of its Legacy 500, 
described as “flawless” by test pilot Mo-
zart Louzada.  The Legacy 500 features 
a fly-by-wire flight control system and a 
sidestick controller, and is powered by 
Honeywell HTF 7500E turbofans. De-
liveries are scheduled to begin in 2014, 
to be followed a year later by the Legacy 
450, currently in development for the 
mid-light sector. 

Embraer exhibited three business jets 
at MEBA. The smallest is the Phenom 
300, which has just notched up its 100th 
sale. At the other end of the scale is the 
Lineage 1000, which is in service with 
five Middle East customers. This aircraft 
typically accommodates up to 19 pas-
sengers in five cabin zones. In between 
is the Legacy 650, which was demon-
strated here in the Middle East for the 
first time with a striking new cabin de-
sign. The new interior boasts three cabin 
zones for up to 14 passengers, improved 
sound insulation, a “wet” galley and a 
large baggage compartment, which is 
accessible in flight. More than 35 Legacy 
aircraft are already operational in the 
region. Embraer recently delivered the 
200th Legacy 600/650. To enhance cus-
tomer support for Embraer executive 
jets in the Middle East, the company an-
nounced that ExecuJet Middle East has 
been appointed as an authorized service 
center for the Phenom 300 and Lineage 
1000 jets.  Embraer has long enjoyed 
success selling its E-Jet regional aircraft 
to the likes of Saudi Arabian Airlines 
and Royal Jordanian•

Reference / Photo Credit:
www.meba.aero

Wallan Aviation takes flight with the Dassault Falcon at MEBA





Firm Order For 56 New Bombardier Global Jets
VistaJet, the world’s luxury aviation 
company, has placed a firm order for 
56 new Bombardier* Global* aircraft, 
with 86 further options. With a list price 
value of more than $7.8 billion, this is 
the single largest transaction placed with 
any aircraft manufacturer in the history 
of business aviation. Deliveries of this 
order will commence in 2014.

Steve Ridolfi, President of Bombardier 
Business Aircraft, said: “By any stand-
ard, this is a historic order for Bom-
bardier.  It goes without saying that we 
are thrilled VistaJet has again chosen 
to grow their fleet with the industry-
leading Bombardier Global family.  “We 
welcome VistaJet’s ongoing commitment 
to global coverage within existing and 

developing new markets.  The Bombar-
dier Global aircraft are perfect for Vista-
Jet’s business strategy as it is the ultimate 
business jet family, ideally suited to meet 
the demanding needs of both jet owner 
and customer alike.”

 “VistaJet recently took delivery of the 
50th aircraft for their fleet, reflecting 
the company’s ongoing commitment to 
maintaining the youngest fleet in the sky 
- with an average age of two years and 
all aircraft operating under the manu-
facturers’ warranty.”

The new Global aircraft order – com-
prising of 25 Global 5000*, 25 Global 
6000*, and 6 Global 8000* aircraft, with 
options for a further 40 Global 5000, 40 
Global 6000 and 6 Global 8000 jets – is a 

continuation of the company’s strategic 
decision to fast-track the growth of the 
fleet, focusing on wide-cabin, long-range 
aircraft to provide non-stop point-to-
point global coverage.  The new aircraft 
will directly service growth markets (in-
cluding Russia, China, all of the Middle 
East and all of Africa), connecting them 
to the rest of the globe, as well as serving 
the East and West coast United States for 
their intercontinental travel needs. 

On the ground, VistaJet has doubled 
its dedicated sales force across these 
emerging markets to establish further 
presence and support for existing and 
new customers. These additions to our 
world-class sales team will be introduced 
during the course of Q1 2013.

Thales wins MASTER contract

The French defense procurement agency (DGA) has awarded 
Thales the MASTER contract (Moyen Adapté à la Simulation 
des Transmissions enRéseaux) to design, deliver and support a 
transmission network simulator. The MASTER simulator will 
enable the training of French Army personnel responsible for 
deploying components of the RITA system (Réseau Intégré des 
Transmissions Automatiques) in all the relevant operational 
environments.
MASTER will combine simulation techniques with actual 
transmissions to support training in the deployment and op-
eration of transmission networks at the French Army’s sig-
nals academy (ETRS) in Rennes and at signals regiments. The 
MASTER simulator will be operational and made available to 
the ETRS signals academy in May 2014, following a qualifi-
cation period of several months. The contract also calls for 
through-life support for three years from 2014.
MASTER will provide instructors with the facilities they need 
to run exercises in the form of operational scenarios as well as 
assess trainees and perform end-of-course debriefing. By con-
necting to MASTER and the exercises developed by the ETRS 
signals academy, regiments will benefit from the simulated 
network environment, avoid the need to deploy real equip-
ment in the field, generate substantial savings and minimize 
the ecological footprint of their preparations.

MASTER will replace the SEMSIC simulator, previously im-
plemented for the instruction and training of personnel in the 
use of the RITA network. Building on the expertise gained 
through the SEMSIC system and incorporating a number 
of significant advances (databases, usability, additional links, 
etc.), MASTER covers the management of friendly and hos-
tile forces. Focused on training in a joint forces environment, 
MASTER effectively combines the technological functionality 
of tactical networks with human factors during operations to 
enable signals personnel to master these critical capabilities in 
readiness for actual deployments in the theater. With this new 
simulator, Thales is providing its customers with the advanced 
functionality and effective support they need to meet their 
long-term operational requirements.
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Raytheon wins 1st contract for new lightweight 
GPS anti-jam capability

Raytheon UK has been awarded a significant contract by the 
UK Ministry of Defence for delivery of a new GPS Anti-Jam 
Antenna System. The contract is for an undisclosed number 
of advanced systems for deployment in operational theaters 
spanning multiple vehicle platforms. This UOR (Urgent Oper-
ational Requirement) contract is the first award for Raytheon’s 
GPS Anti-Jam (AJ) Land product family.

Bob Delorge, chief executive, Raytheon UK, commented: 
“Raytheon UK has a track record of on-time delivery for GPS 
AJ systems, having delivered over 7,000 units for air and naval 
capabilities in the UK and U.S. Many of the military platforms 
used in operations are protected by the proven Raytheon GPS 

anti-jam technology, and the first order for our Land GPS AJ 
product family marks a significant success.”

Barracuda SSN: DCNS opens combat system shore integration facility

Over 100 people, including DCNS em-
ployees and representatives of the DGA, 
the French Navy and partners, attended 
a ceremony at the Toulon naval base on 
Wednesday 28 November to inaugurate 
the combat system shore integration fa-
cility for the Suffren, the first nuclear-
powered attack submarine of the new 
Barracuda type. The combat system is 
the submarine’s central nervous sys-
tem. It manages all command and con-
trol functions involving all sensors and 
weapons in real time.

The ceremony marked the transition 

from the combat system’s design phase 
to functional integration, or the assem-
bly of its hardware and software com-
ponents on a shore integration facility 
(SIF).

Over the next three years, the CS SIF 
will be used to test and check every 
CS function and mode of operation in 
preparation for its integration with the 
submarine proper.

Shore-based CS tests and checks con-
ducted by DCNS teams using this facil-
ity save precious time when it comes to 
onboard integration resulting in a signif-

icantly shorter onboard test campaign.
The CS under development for Barra-

cuda-type SSNs combines an advanced 
sonar system based on that developed 
for the Navy’s current-generation nu-
clear-powered ballistic missiles subma-
rines (SSBNs), an optronic mast replac-
ing the traditional optical periscopes, a 
weapons system with twice the capacity 
of that carried by Rubis-class SSNs and 
a combat management system (CMS) 
integrating the capabilities of all of the 
boat’s above-water and underwater sur-
veillance sensors.

Between 2017 and 2027, Barracuda-
type SSNs will replace the Navy’s cur-
rent-generation Rubis/Améthyste-class 
boats. Mission capabilities will include 
intelligence gathering and special op-
erations (by commandos and special 
forces), anti-surface and anti-submarine 
warfare, land strikes and participation in 
joint operations wherever the type’s in-
teroperability and associated capabilities 
(discreet communications, tactical data-
links, etc.) are required. 

Barracuda
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NGC, US Navy Conduct 1st Catapult Launch 
of X-47B Unmanned Aircraft

Northrop Grumman Corporation and 
the U.S. Navy have conducted the Navy’s 
first catapult launch of an unmanned 
system using the X-47B Unmanned 
Combat Air System (UCAS) demon-
strator.

The test was conducted at a shore-
based catapult facility at Naval Air Sta-
tion Patuxent River, Md. It marks the 
first of several shore-based catapult-to-
flight tests that will be performed be-
fore the Navy’s UCAS Carrier Demon-
stration (UCAS-D) program catapult 
launches the X-47B from a ship.

Northrop Grumman is the Navy’s 
prime contractor for the UCAS-D pro-
gram. “This successful launch is an-
other critical milestone in the carrier-
suitability testing phase of the UCAS-D 
program,” said Mike Mackey, Northrop 
Grumman’s UCAS-D program director. 
“It also provides another confidence-
building step toward our rendezvous 
with history next year.”

Following the catapult launch, the X-
47B conducted a test flight over Chesa-
peake Bay near Patuxent River. The 

flight included several maneuvers de-
signed to simulate tasks that the aircraft 
will have to perform when it lands on 
a ship, including flying in a typical ship 
holding pattern, and executing a carrier 
approach flight profile. The flight also al-
lowed the test team to gather precision 
navigation data associated with each of 
those maneuvers.

According to Daryl Martis, Northrop 
Grumman’s UCAS-D flight test director, 
the catapult event was significant for an-
other reason: “Today’s launch provided 
our team with another opportunity to 
demonstrate the precision operation 
of the Northrop Grumman-developed 
Control Display Unit [CDU], one of the 
key enablers of future flight deck opera-
tions for the X-47B,” he said.

The CDU is a wireless, arm-mounted 
controller that will allow a flight deck 
operator to control and maneuver the X-
47B on the flight deck, including moving 
it into the catapult, disengaging it from 
the carrier’s arresting wires and moving 
it quickly out of the landing area.

Rockwell Collins re-
ceives production 
order for US Army 
two-channel AN/
PRC-155 Manpack 
radios
Rockwell Collins, one of two quali-
fied manufacturers, has received a 
contract from General Dynamics C4 
Systems to produce approximately half 
of 3,700 Handheld, Manpack, Small 
Form Fit (HMS) AN/PRC-155 Man-
pack radios recently ordered for the 
U.S. Army.

“The PRC-155 Manpack radio will 
provide soldiers with unparalleled 
situational awareness and connectivity 
that will lead to higher levels of mission 
success,” said Bob Haag, vice president 
and general manager of Communi-
cation and Navigation Products for 
Rockwell Collins. “We’re providing the 
latest software defined radio technol-
ogy backed by more than 75 years of 
experience in bringing reliable, secure 
communications to the warfighter.”

The two-channel PRC-155 Manpack 
radio has also been certified by the 
National Security Agency to commu-
nicate classified voice and data at the 
Top Secret level and below. The radio 
is the only secure, two-channel net-
working radio certified for communi-
cation of data across the entire force 
structure from battalion headquarters 
to soldiers on foot and in vehicles.

The AN/PRC-155 radio provides 
line-of-sight and beyond-line-of-sight, 
high-bandwidth waveforms for on-
the-move voice, sensor, data and po-
sition-location capabilities on soldiers 
or in vehicles. 

The X-47B Unmanned Combat Air System (UCAS) demonstrator

News
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Neuron, the European Unmanned 
Combat Aerial Vehicle demonstrator, 
has completed its first flight in French 
Istres achieving a major milestone in 
the Neuron programme, where defence 
and security company Saab has played a 
critical role in the design, development 
and production.

Now more flight testing will follow. 
The Neuron is expected to fly in Sweden 
in 2014.

“This first flight demonstrates Saab’s 
ability to develop and produce advanced 
aeronautics products. The Neuron pro-
gramme has resulted in experiences that 
will further enhance Saab’s competive-
ness with regard to high-tech and cost ef-
ficient design and production methods. 
The knowledge gained is being used in 
the development of the next-generation 
Gripen, our civil production and future 
activities within Unmanned Aerial Sys-
tems,” says Mats Palmberg Vice Presi-
dent and Head of Marketing and Future 
Products, at Saab’s business area Aero-
nautics.

Within the programme Saab has been 

responsible for avionics, fuel systems, 
critical parts of the ground station, as 
well as the design and production of 
the main fuselage. The fuselage was de-
livered to Dassault Aviation in France 
in 2011. Saab has also been involved in 
flight testing, aerodynamics and stealth 
technology.

Neuron is the first large size stealth 
platform designed in Europe. It is a 
demonstrator optimised and intended 
for the testing of various key technolo-
gies and will not enter serial produc-
tion. The aim of the demonstrator pro-
gramme is to develop expertise among 
participating nations and industries in 
advanced aeronautics. Furthermore, the 
participation in the Neuron programme 
has strengthened Saab’s ability to man-
age and take part in large collaborative 
projects with industries and authorities 
spanning several nations. A particularly 
valuable experience considering the de-
fence industry’s shift towards a growing 
share of development work being done 
collaboratively.

Successful first flight for NeuronATK Awarded Con-
tract for MDACS 
Technology Devel-
opment and Risk 
Reduction
ATK has been awarded a $52.7 mil-
lion contract from the Missile Defense 
Agency (MDA) to continue develop-
ment of Modular Divert and Attitude 
Control System (MDACS) technolo-
gies applicable to the Standard Mis-
sile-3 (SM-3) Block IIB missile inter-
ceptors. The technology contract will 
be executed by ATK Defense Group’s 
Elkton, Maryland operation.

The MDACS propulsion system 
provides the impulse needed for the 
kinetic warhead to acquire and lock 
onto the target, maintain stable flight 
and perform end-game maneuvers 
for final intercept. Specific technolo-
gies to be advanced will include ele-
ments of the new MDACS system 
architecture to address the longer 
mission timelines associated with 
growing threats. ATK’s unique ap-
proach to a ship-board compatible 
MDACS improves the SM-3 Block II 
kinematic performance, providing a 
key performance upgrade to the mis-
sile.   

“We are excited for the opportunity 
to work with the MDA to continue 
to develop the MDACS propulsion 
technology suite,” said Cary Ralston, 
vice president and general manager 
of ATK Missile Products. “We look 
forward to applying our unique tech-
nical expertise in controllable solid 
propulsion solutions for this critical 
defense capability.”

ATK has produced more than 165 
solid DACS (SDACS) for the SM-3 
program. 

 The Neuron is expected to fly in Sweden in 2014
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Mr. Scott C. Donnelly, Chairman, President and Chief   
Executive Officer of Textron Inc. 
“Bell is one of the undisputed leaders in the helicopter sector”

By: Lt. Khalil Al Kaabi
Photo by: Ali Al Junaibi

Textron is known around the world for 
its powerful brands of aircraft, defense 
and industrial products that provide cus-
tomers with groundbreaking technolo-
gies, innovative solutions and first-class 
service. A $11.3 billion company with 
32,000 employees in 25 countries, Tex-
tron has a global network of businesses 
that include Bell Helicopter, Cessna Air-
craft Company and Kautex. Backed by 
the largest customer support network in 
the industry, Bell helicopters, the world’s 
most proven and reliable helicopters, 
take on any and all missions. Textron is 
not only one of the world’s best known 
multi-industry companies, it is a pio-
neer of the diversified business model. 
Founded in 1923, it is currently head-
quartered in Providence, Rhode Island, 
U.S.A. and is ranked 236th on the FOR-

TUNE 500 list of largest U.S. companies. 
Organizationally, Textron consists of nu-
merous subsidiaries and operating divi-
sions, which are responsible for the day-
to-day operation of their businesses. In a 
wide-ranging interview with the Nation 
Shield, Mr Scott C. Donnelly, Chairman, 
President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the company traces the growth of com-
pany and explains how it is able to retain 
its preeminent position in the sector it 
represents against tough competition 
worldwide.

 Your firm was started as a small tex-
tile company in 1923. How did Tex-
tron grow to be one of the world’s best 
known multi-industry companies?
First, the company has changed a lot 
since 1923. Our portfolio has changed a 
number of times. It is actually one of the 
first companies to have a multi-portfolio 
business. It really has evolved into what 
we are today which is principally organ-
ized around several large businesses like 
Bell and Cessna. Our business is a family 
of defense-related businesses, industrial 
businesses and financial services busi-
nesses. So, there are really a number of 
portfolios of different businesses across 
a number of different industries.

Textron has greatly diversified busi-
nesses: from helicopters to golf cars. 
How difficult is it to manage that diver-
sification while maintaining company 
identity?
Of course it is difficult but it is also actu-
ally quite fun. I am excited to do that. 
Businesses are, as you say, different in-
dustries. There are differences between 
helicopters, golf cars and they need dif-

ferent strategies. For each product we 
have to think about competitors, distri-
bution channels, and human resources. 
So, the business strategies are similar 
though the products are quite different. 

What makes Bell one of the undisputed 
leaders in the helicopter sector?
As you know, Bell is a very, very strong 
brand in rotorcraft. It is one of the first 
companies in the helicopter industry, 
and I think the reason that we have 
stayed as long as we have is we certainly 
have portfolios that have been very suc-
cessful. We continue to develop new 
products including here in the UAE. To-
day we continue to innovate on the mili-
tary side with products like V-22 which 
is a very unique, successful platform. On 
the commercial side too, we always have 
something new going on. So, if you look 
at the helicopter industry, it turns out 
that the initial product is actually a very 
small part of the overall relationship we 
have with our customer.
 
How are your aircraft the Bell 407 GX 
and the Bell 429 accepted?
The 407 GX was very well received. If 
you look at 407 GX, you know, it has 
established itself as an excellent, iconic 
product around the world. These prod-
ucts are delivered to all parts of the 
world including China. Turkey uses it 
extensively for policing.

Cessna is another success story for you. 
What makes Cessna so popular?
I think it is much like the Bell situation. 
From the very beginning of aviation, 
Cessna has been a popular brand, and 
has been around all these years. Our 

Scott C. Donnelly
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Mr. Scott C. Donnelly, Chairman, President and Chief   
Executive Officer of Textron Inc. 
“Bell is one of the undisputed leaders in the helicopter sector”

history in that business has been one of 
constantly developing products and that 
trend continues even today. And that 
helped us maintain a very strong pres-
ence around the world. Much like Bell, 
our customers have in the last 50 years 
liked Cessna 172 and we still support 
them and we still issue brand new ones. 
So, it is not just having a product of bet-
ter quality. Our customers feel comfort-
able anywhere in the world buying a 
Cessna.

One could say that Greenlee, Paladin 
Tools, Rothenberger and Klauke are 
low value players in your product mix 
that has helicopters and aircraft. Do 
they along with golf cars and turf care 
products  enjoy a key share in your rev-
enue profile? 
We value all our business. So, if you 
look at industrial assignments it is over a 
couple of billion dollars in sales. Each of 
these industrial business, like Cessna or 
Bell, have very well known brands with 
long histories and in fact they are strong 
successful businesses for us.

What is so special about Kautex as a 
next-generation fuel system for auto-
motive engines?
I think if you look at the automotive 
industry, it is always looking for inno-
vations in terms of reducing weight to 
make cars more efficient, and they also 
are constantly facing new regulations 
regarding emission standards. So, if you 
look at some innovations like Kautex, 
the next-generation fuel systems, it helps 
to keep emissions down. So, the auto-
motive segments can be good business if 
it brings technology that helps custom-
ers address what is important for them. 
We also continue to improve technology 
to save money for our customers.

Last but not the least, which segments 
of the defense industry do you cater to? 
What are the key products?
Well, if you look at defense-oriented 
industry, I think there are two areas I 
would like to emphasize: commercial 
and military business. The helicopter 
segment, for instance, has a balance 
between commercial and military busi-
ness. The UAE is a good example. We 

We continue to 
innovate on the 
military side 
with products 
like B-22 which 
is a very unique, 
successful 
platform

Cessna has 
been a popular 
brand and our 
customers feel 
comfortable 
anywhere in the 
world buying      
a Cessna

have a number of products serving the 
commercial side and we have others 
that are used in training. We also have 
our defense segment here which does 
everything: from precision ammunition 
to vehicle business. So we are interested 
in each of these areas and each of them 
has been successful in defense business •

Lt. Khalil Al Kaabi with Scott C. Donnelly
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Turkey’s Main Battle Tank ALTAY  is to be Turkey’s Pride
The ALTAY Project is planned for mass production in 2015

The first prototypes of Turkey’s first 
main battle tank ALTAY which is de-
signed and developed by OTOKAR, the 
biggest privately owned company of the 
Turkish Defence Industry, has been pre-
sented at OTOKAR facilities in Sakarya. 
Held with the participation of Prime 
Minister Recep Tayyip ERDOGAN, the 
“ALTAY FIRST PROTOTYPE” ceremo-
ny was hosted by Mustafa V. Koc, Chair-
man of Koc Holding. General Necdet 
OZEL, Chief of General Staff; İsmet 
YILMAZ, Minister of Defence; General 
Hayri KIVRIKOGLU, Commander of 
the Turkish Land Forces; Murad BA-
YAR, Defence Industry Undersecretary; 
Kudret ONEN, Head of Koc Holding 
Defence Industry Group and Chairman 
of the Board of OTOKAR; Halil UN-
VER, Vice Chairman of OTOKAR and 
Serdar GORGUC, OTOKAR General 
Manager attended the ceremony.

Kudret ONEN, Head of Koc Holding 
Defence Industry Group and Chairman 
of the Board of OTOKAR shared the 
pleasure of introducing the first proto-
type of ALTAY to public. After remind-

ing about the initial stages of the Project, 
ONEN also informed about the future 
activities of ALTAY. “550 engineers are 
working in order to complete the Pro-
ject, 260 of which are OTOKAR em-
ployees. 

Together with the ALTAY team, and 
nearly 100 subcontractors, we aim to 
make the best of our time and prepare 
ALTAY for mass production by 2015.” 
Announcing that the mobility perfor-
mance of OTOKAR’s first two proto-
types would be demonstrated during the 
ceremony, ONEN continued as follows: 

“Today armoured tactical vehicles of 
OTOKAR are exported to almost 20 
countries. With more than 25.000 ve-
hicles used by the armies in the world, 
we represent our engineering and pro-
duction capability. Up to now, we ac-
complished all our projects in time and 
perfectly, and we tried to fulfil all our 
commitments successfully. As an ex-
ample of this, I’d like to announce you 
that we’ll show you the two prototypes 
of ALTAY. With the first prototype that 
you’ll see now, we’ll test the mobility of 

ALTAY.
This first prototype already covered 

more than 2.000 kilometers, and first re-
sults prove that we’re doing right. And 
with the second prototype we will per-
form firing tests of ALTAY. 

We also aim to make this prototype 
ready for the firing tests during the fol-
lowing months. By using the results that 
we gather from these two prototypes, 
we’ll manufacture the ultimate proto-
types, test them, and bring ALTAY to 
perfection as the most modern and ca-
pable tank in the world.” 

Speaking at the ceremony, Mustafa V. 
KOC, Chairman of the Board of Koc 
Holding, expressed his gladness about 
the current situation of the National 
Tank Project which has a significant 
importance for the national defence in-
dustry strategy of Turkey. KOC stated 
the fact that ALTAY had been a prestige 
Project not only for our country but also 
for Koc Group, and continued as fol-
lows. 

At the end of the ceremony, Musta-
fa V. KOC, Chairman of the Board of 
Koc Holding presented an ALTAY tank 
model to Prime Minister Recep Tayyip 
ERDOGAN as a memory of the day• 

Mr. Recep Tayyip ERDOGAN - Prime Minister; Mr. Mustafa V. KOC - Koc Holding Chairman

Armoured 
tactical vehicles 
of OTOKAR are 
exported to almost 
20 countries

Report
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Boeing Delivers Qatar’s 4th C-17 Globemaster III  
QEAF exercises options to increase airlifter fleet to 4
Boeing  delivered the Qatar Emiri Air 
Force’s fourth C-17 Globemaster III to-
day in Long Beach. The delivery reflects 
Qatar’s agreement with the U.S. govern-
ment to acquire two additional C-17s, 
which brings the Qatar Emiri Air Force 
(QEAF) fleet of the world’s most ad-
vanced airlifters to a total of four as the 
C-17 continues to attract orders world-
wide. Qatar received its third airlifter 
earlier this year.

“The C-17’s reliability, along with its 
unique strategic and tactical capabilities, 
has expanded our reach and ability to 
support missions worldwide on a mo-
ment’s notice,” said Brig. Gen. Ahmed 
Al-Malki, head of Qatar’s airlift com-
mittee. “Doubling our fleet strengthens 
our ability to support humanitarian, dis-
aster-relief and peacekeeping missions.”

Qatar’s C-17s earlier this year sup-
ported the NATO-led operation in Libya 
and provided relief for drought victims 
in Kenya. In early 2010, QEAF C-17s 
delivered humanitarian aid to Haiti and 
Chile following devastating earthquakes.

“Boeing salutes the Qatar Emiri Air 
Force and its brave C-17 crews who 
continue to respond to crises around 
the world,” said Bob Ciesla, Boeing vice 
president, Airlift and C-17 program 
manager. “We are proud to be their 
partner and appreciate their confidence 
in the world’s most reliable airlifter.”

Qatar, the first Middle East nation to 
order the C-17, signed an agreement 
with Boeing on July 21, 2008, for two 
advanced airlifters and associated equip-
ment and services, with options for two 
additional aircraft. Boeing delivered Qa-
tar’s first two C-17s in 2009. 

As a member of the worldwide C-17 
“virtual fleet,” Qatar’s C-17s are support-
ed through the Boeing C-17 Globemas-

ter III Integrated Sustainment Program, 
a performance-based logistics program. 
The GISP arrangement ensures mission 
readiness by providing all C-17 custom-
ers – with varied fleet sizes – access to 
an extensive support network for world-
wide parts availability and economies of 
scale when purchasing materials.

Boeing has delivered 249 C-17s world-
wide, including 218 to the U.S. Air Force 
active duty, Guard and Reserve units. 
A total of 31 C-17s have been delivered 
to Australia, Canada, Qatar, the United 
Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom and 
the 12-member Strategic Airlift Capabil-
ity initiative of NATO and Partnership 
for Peace nations. India has 10 C-17s on 
order for delivery in 2013 and 2014.

A unit of The Boeing Company, Boe-
ing Defense, Space & Security is one of 
the world’s largest defense, space and se-
curity businesses specializing in innova-
tive and capabilities-driven customer so-
lutions, and the world’s largest and most 
versatile manufacturer of military air-
craft. Headquartered in St. Louis, Boe-
ing Defense, Space & Security is a $32 

Qatar Emiri Air Force’s fourth C-17 Globemaster III 

Qatar’s C-17s 
earlier this 
year supported 
the NATO-
led operation 
in Libya and 
provided relief 
for drought 
victims in Kenya

billion business with 61,000 employees 
worldwide•  
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Al Murr: FNC is the Mouthpiece of UAE    Nationals’ Aspirations 
FNC Membership is a Responsibility 

The Federal National Council (FNC) has been an 

integral part of the UAE march of development 

by exercising legislative, regulative and political 

powers. It played a leading role in national pro-

gress and was behind the progressive legislations 

designed to defend liberties and property.

By: Jassim Shaheen Ibrahim

Discussing the UAE’s parliamentary ex-
periment of the FNC, the Nation Shield 
Journal had an exclusive interview with 
His Excellency Mohammed Ahmed Al 
Murr, Speaker of the Federal National 
Council, who said that national con-
cerns have always been a prime topic 
throughout FNC legislative chapters 
and ordinary sessions. Draft laws were 
discussed and approved, inquiries sub-
mitted to government officials and ap-
propriate recommendations made.

Mr. Al Murr said it is essential to cre-
ate international legislations protecting 
cultural identity and diversification, and 
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Al Murr: FNC is the Mouthpiece of UAE    Nationals’ Aspirations 
FNC Membership is a Responsibility 

Federal National 
Council (FNC) 
takes interest 
in deepening 
parliamentary 
culture, citizenry 
and patriotic 
sense

played by the Nation Shield Journal 
in reflecting national achievements at-
tained under our wise leadership, not-
ing that the Nation Shield Journal is one 
of the oldest, highly respected publica-
tions in the UAE since the Union was 
declared, and an invaluable reference for 
the speeches of Their Highnesses Mem-
bers of the Supreme Federal Council, 
the Rulers of the Emirates and a variety 
of military and cultural topics. He laud-
ed the Nation Shield Journal’s efforts 
to encourage national writers to make 
their own contributions, along with 
those of specialized Arab and foreign 
writers to enrich the publication with 
various kinds of military knowledge.

The following is a full-length inter-
view made with Mr. Al Murr:

Opening the Second Ordinary Ses-
sion of the FNC, His Highness 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
President of the UAE and Supreme 
Commander of the Armed Forces, 
(May God Protect him), placed par-
ticular emphasis that rights and free-
dom should be maintained. What is 
FNC’s pivotal role as a supporting 
body to energize contribution to this 
vision?

First, I would like to highlight the pa-

take religion as an indispensable vehicle 
for inter-culture dialogue.

Speaking of women and their role in 
the society, the FNC Speaker said the 
UAE constitution provides explicitly for 
equality, social justice, equal, and gen-
der-free opportunities, education, work 
and health care for all citizens. The con-
stitution provides also for child, mater-
nity and family care and protecting the 
minor and disabled. It is FNC view that 
women are key partners in community 
development at all levels.

Mr. Al Murr highlighted communica-
tion and engagement with the society 
being a partner in the decision-making 
process. This has been a top priority for 

FNC since the first session of the 15th 
chapter in order to maintain balanced, 
sustainable development by FNC.

Regarding the unjustified criticism of 
the UAE by some foreign parties who 
have their own agendas and appoint 
themselves as guardians of human rights 
and liberties, Mr. Al Murr said the best 
answer to this unjustified criticism is the 
UAE winning the United Nations Hu-
man Rights Council membership effec-
tive 2013 for three consecutive years until 
2015. It is great international recognition 
and appreciation of the UAE’s human 
rights record and national efforts made 
at the local and international levels.

Mr. Al Murr highlighted the role 
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triotic mission undertaken by the “Na-
tion Shield” Journal to shed the light 
on national achievements under the 
wise leadership of His Highness Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President 
of the UAE and Supreme Commander 
of the Armed Forces, (May God Protect 
him), His Highness Sheikh Moham-
med bin Rashed Al Maktoum, Vice-
President, Prime Minister and Ruler of 
Dubai, (May God keep him) and their 
brothers Members of the Supreme Fed-
eral Council and Rulers of the Emirates.
Since FNC was established on 12 Feb-
ruary 1972, shortly after the Union was 
declared, the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sul-
tan Al Nahyan (May God bless his soul) 
had opened the various FNC chapters 
and sessions with a speech outlining 
the most salient events of the year, and 
the projects and reforms to be taken by 
the federal government in the following 
session. The march was later continued 
and pursued by His Highness Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President 
of the UAE and Supreme Commander 
of the Armed Forces, (May God Protect 
him), who sponsored the empower-
ment stage.
The content of the opening speech 

would be treated by FNC as a plan of 
action and a roadmap to set the targets 
to be pursued in collaboration with the 
various State bodies, particularly the ex-
ecutive one.

The emphasis placed by His High-
ness Sheikh Khalifa at FNC second or-
dinary session in November 2012 that 
rights and freedom should be respected 
reiterated UAE’s clear-cut attitude since 
the Union State was established 41 years 
ago. A full chapter entitled “Freedoms, 
Rights and General Duties” was included 
in the constitution, and the 25th clause 
stipulated that “All individuals are equal 
in the eye of the law, and that citizens of 

the Union should not be discriminated 
against on the ground of race, origin, re-
ligion or social status”.

The official authorities saw to it that 
these rights and freedom are respected, 
which made the UAE –to quote His 
Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, President of the UAE and Su-
preme Commander of the Armed Forc-
es, (May God Protect him), in the open-
ing speech- “A paradise for citizens and 
expatriates alike where all are provided 
the highest standard of living and secu-
rity in a discrimination and prejudice-
free community”.

With regard to FNC role in this con-

The Federal National Council has been an integral part of the UAE’s  march of development

HE the FNC Speaker  with Major Jasem Shaheen, Nation Shield
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HH The President and the Supreme Council members with FNC members 

nection, the Council exercised legisla-
tive, regulative and political powers to 
cope with national development, and 
played a key role in enacting appropri-
ate legislations since the UAE was estab-
lished. As such, FNC was a main con-
tributor to UAE progress, prosperity and 
advanced legislations whereby freedom 
and property are protected, thus provid-
ing an environment safe enough to at-
tract tourists and investors from all parts 
of the world.

As we celebrate the 41st anniversary 
of the UAE National Day, how could 
we establish the link between this 
glorious occasion and the new gen-
eration?

We celebrate this glorious occasion in 
the light of the gigantic achievements 
that put the UAE on equal footing with 
world advanced countries – achieve-
ments that were made only possible by 
the dedicated efforts of our ancestors, 
notably the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan 
Al Nahyan (May God bless his soul) and 
founding forefathers who worked quiet-
ly to lay the foundation stone of a march 
that suited our national values and prin-
ciples. We follow their toes today in or-

der to achieve progress and prosperity to 
our nation and our citizens.

As for the new generations, the cul-
tural and touristic renaissance they wit-
ness bears witness that the UAE deserves 
the outstanding status it now has among 
world advanced countries. Throughout 
FNC chapters and ordinary sessions 
emphasis was placed on issues of great 
concern to the citizens by discussing and 
approving draft laws, submitting inquir-
ies to government officials and issuing 
recommendations.

Since establishment, FNC has ap-
proves 516 draft laws a considerable 
number of which has a direct bearing on 
public concerns in order to strengthen 
national identity and protect genera-
tions to come in various educational, 
economic and cultural aspects. On top 
come laws to regulate private education 
and private schools, organize clubs and 
youth care associations, basic educa-
tion, population registration and iden-
tity cards, civil service, armed forces 
personnel service, a federal draft law 
organizing the use of housing units, and 
another one amending some provisions 
of the Federal Law No 7/1972 regarding 
the UAE logo and official stamp.

I would particularly highlight FNC 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
signed with the Ministry of Education 
to launch the “School Parliament” Ini-
tiative with the purpose of strengthen-
ing national identity among students 
to comply with the requirements of 
political, economic and social devel-
opment and push the educational de-
velopment process ahead. I would also 
like to highlight the initiatives approved 
by the Cabinet of Ministers under the 
chairmanship of His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashed Al Maktoum, 
Vice-President, Prime Minister and 
Ruler of Dubai, (May God keep him) 
last November setting 2013 as a year for 
Emiratisation.

I would also appreciate the national 
identity initiative launched by His High-
ness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahy-
an, President of the UAE and Supreme 
Commander of the Armed Forces, (May 
God save him) on the National Day in 
2007 as a fully integrated cultural pro-
ject to defend the nation, national iden-
tity and keep the community coherent. 
His Highness said “We will not tolerate 
any threat to our values, customs, tradi-
tions and language which represent our 
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identity, thinking and heritage. We have 
to stand up to the negative aspects of 
globalization and demographic discrep-
ancies. Any threat to identity is a threat 
to our nation”.

His Highness’ call setting 2008 as a 
year for national identity reflects a vi-
sion that should be contemplated every 
year for the great mission it has for the 
coming generations. The purpose is to 
deepen national identity, as His High-
ness said “Those without identity have 
no present or future”.

Many are the occasions on which 
His Highness Sheikh Khalifa called for 
more initiatives to muster, develop and 
maximize national young potentials 
and protect them against cultural inva-
sion – ones that would motivate them to 
work hard, pursue moderation and con-
tribute to aspired social development.

In prior statements you said that the 
dialogue of civilization provided a 
good response to modern challeng-
es. What are the international legis-
lative frameworks that could defend 
cultural identity and cultural diver-
sification?

Inter-culture/civilization dialogue has 
become essential to encounter ever-in-
creasing changes and threats that under-
mine the stability of human societies.

It should be noted that any genuine 
successful inter-culture/civilization dia-
logue should be based on firm belief in 
cultural, religious and racial diversifica-
tion and respect of religions as a means 
to build a common future for mankind.

I would refer to the views submitted 
by the UAE Parliamentary delegation 
at the third consultative meeting of the 
G-20 Parliamentary Speakers which was 
held in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia last Feb-
ruary acknowledging the fact that indi-
vidual cultures have their own values, 
status and contribution to the enrich-
ment of human cultural heritage. They 
deemed it also essential to provide inter-
national legislations that would protect 
cultural identity and diversification.

How far did NFC contribute to 
strengthening the role of women 
in the community by giving them 
the opportunity to partake men in 
building a better future for our na-
tion and boosting economic and hu-
man development?

The UAE human resources occupy a 
special attention from His Highness 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
President of the UAE and Supreme 
Commander of the Armed Forces, (May 
God save him) who, using farsighted vi-
sion and firm belief in citizens’ –males 

and females- contribution to sustainable 
development, deepened the values of 
protection and human participation in 
the community, and placed the UAE up 
high on the international human devel-
opment indexes.

The constitution, furthermore, pro-
vides explicit clauses which highlight 
equality, social justice, equal undis-
criminating opportunity for men and 
women, right for education, work and 
health care, medical child, maternity 
and family care and secure life for the 
handicapped and disabled.

The UAE women were also a prime 
theme in civil service, labor and social 
affairs laws which provided for equal 
wages, promotion prospects, and extra 
guarantees for career women in cases 
of pregnancy, delivery and custody, in 
addition to social security for the wid-
owed, divorced, disabled, senile and 
low-income. 

With the support of His Highness 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
President of the UAE and Supreme 
Commander of the Armed Forces, (May 
God save him) the UAE women played 
a key role in construction and devel-
opment in continuation of the march 
of the founding father the late Sheikh 
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan (May God 
bless his soul) who had laid out the first 

FNC is keen  to engage with various UAE sectors
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strategic plan which had focused on 
women education and empowerment.

- Active women participation echoed 
the statements of His Highness Sheikh 
Khalifa who said that “The prominent 
role played by UAE women in public 
life is based on patriotic development 
choices; we have hit the ceiling in wom-
en empowerment. There is no discrimi-
nation between men and women. Both 
have equal rights and duties”.

How does FNC approach public 
opinion issues in a transparent, 
credible, objective and comprehen-
sive fashion?

The FNC is well aware of its responsi-
bilities to achieve participation in creat-
ing a bright future by fulfilling the as-
pirations of the UAE people. The FNC 
focused on creating, and strengthening, 
the Union state – a mission which was a 
prime concern for our political leaders 
who were mainly concerned with taking 
our citizens from one stage to another. 
Ever since, the FNC took up responsi-
bility by exercising legislative, regulative 
and political powers. The legislative part 
was the most salient role at first FNC 
chapters citing the UAE’s need for legis-
lations that would cover all institutions 
and facilities. The first draft law present-
ed to FNC was about the “UAE flag” 
and “official stamp”. During the first leg-
islative FNC chapter, recommendations 
were made on building housing units 
and urging citizens to join security and 
defense forces, wed and reproduce.

A number of crucial issues were dis-
cussed, and inquiries were submitted, in 
all transparency, to Government officials 
on various issues of public concern such 
as Emiratisation in public and private 
sectors, imbalanced demography, im-
pact of English as a teaching medium on 
students, public decency and celebrating 
national occasions at private schools.

At the fifth FNC chapter a temporary 

committee on Emiratisation was formed 
to prepare an in-depth study. The FNC 
sessions are made public, and various 
government agencies, citizens and stu-
dents are invited to call on FNC and 
attend part of FNC sessions. Respective 
officials are also invited to attend FNC 
meetings, make field visits to listen to all 
views and help enrich FNC reports in an 
objective and effective fashion.

What are the most daunting challeng-
es on the agenda of the second ordi-
nary session of FNC 15th chapter?

The FNC was faced with a number of 
challenges, most importantly how to 
raise the standard of performance. The 
first ordinary session was rich in terms 
of agenda and achievements. The Gov-
ernment referred a number of draft laws 
which were approved by FNC after in-
tensive studies were prepared and deep 
deliberations held with respective agen-
cies in order to cope with efforts to up-
grade legislature. 

As many as 14 meetings were held dur-
ing the first ordinary session of the 15th 
legislative chapter. Legislature-wise, the 
FNC was briefed on two Supreme Fed-

eral Council (SFC) decisions, one Presi-
dential decree, three federal decrees, SFC 
draft constitution for 2012, five laws, 
seven law decrees and 50 agreements/
treaties signed by the Government.

The number of draft laws referred by 
the Government during the first ordi-
nary FNC session amounted to 19 of 
which 13 were discussed and 3 were 
withdrawn by the Government. The 
draft laws covered a number of social, 
economic and services sector, most im-
portantly the draft laws to extend care 
to the orphans, organize translation as a 
profession and competition.

The FNC discussed 77 inquiries with 
Government representatives, and issued 
13 recommendations on educational, 
health, economic, social, security, ser-
vices, infrastructure, Emiratisation, pen-
sion and loan issues.

Regulation-wise, FNC members 
adopted as many as 27 topics during 
the first ordinary session, of which two 
were discussed and another two issued 
recommendations. A number of topics 
are still pending, most importantly FNC 
policies on demography, policies of the 
Ministries of Economy and Health to 

FNC committees make field visits and hold discussions
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improve the health sector nation-wide, 
policy of developing and utilizing na-
tional human resources, policy of the 
Ministry of Labor to regulate the labor 
market, policy of the Ministry of Envi-
ronment and Water to protect soil and 
plants, policy of the Ministry of Public 
Works regarding building of housing 
units and roads, policy of the Zayed 
Housing Program (ZHP), Emiratisation 
in the public and private sectors, policy 
of the Ministry of State for FNC Affairs, 
and policy of the Federal Human Re-
sources Authority (FHRA).

The FNC still has a number of pending 
draft laws to consider, most importantly 
the ones on companies, elementary edu-
cation and hereditary plant resources 
for food and agriculture. The FNC com-
mittees are always willing to hold dis-
cussions and make field visits to get in 
actual touch with issues and problems, 
listen to the various views and propos-
als by citizens, respective agencies and 
experts, and use scientific and technical 
studies before making any decision.

The FNC is also keen to proceed with 
relentless efforts to mix up with regional 
and international circles, and the FNC 
Parliamentary Section made positive re-
sults in various issues and managed to 
mirror UAE’s attitude towards various 
national, regional and global events and 
issues, most importantly success in win-
ning support for UAE stance on regain-
ing national sovereignty on the three 
occupied islands –Greater and Lesser 
Tunbs and Abu Mousa- according to in-
ternational laws.

What do you think of the initiatives 
taken by His Highness Sheikh Khali-
fa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of 
the UAE and Supreme Commander 
of the Armed Forces, (May God save 
him), and how did they help achieve 
prosperity for UAE citizens?
The UAE has made in a few years re-

markable achievements in development, 
security and empowerment of citizens 
which were outstanding enough to place 
the UAE high on international indexes by 
regional and international organizations.

I would like to seize this opportu-
nity to express FNC’s deepest apprecia-
tion of, and gratitude to, His Highness 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
President of the UAE and Supreme 
Commander of the Armed Forces, (May 
God save him) for his generous initia-
tives including raising salaries of all Fed-
eral Government employees during this 
year, granting citizenship to the children 
of UAE women married to non-Ema-
ratis and paying their medical expenses 
and educational fees, establishing a spe-
cial fund for helping out debt-stricken 
nationals, offering hundreds of housing 
units to nationals, building mosques and 
roads throughout the UAE and convert-
ing the Ramadan Meer Campaign into 
a permanent project to subsidize food-
stuff for citizens.

Some media suggest that FNC mem-
bers are missed in the street to get in 
actual touch with citizens’ needs, and 
that citizens turn to the media in or-
der to have their voices heard by our 
leaders. Would you comment on that?

Engagement with the society and ena-
bling citizens to take part in the deci-
sion-making process has been a top pri-
ority for the FNC since the first session 
of the 15th legislative chapter in order 
to maintain balanced sustainable devel-
opment. This was done by the various 
FNC committees making field visits and 
holding discussions.

To prove FNC’s keenness to engage 
with various UAE sectors, FNC com-
mittees made four field visits during the 
first ordinary session to get in actual 
touch with points that may be hard to 
conceive from studies, documents and 
reports submitted to FNC committees. 
When discussing the Ministry of Social 
Affairs’ social security policy, the FNC 
Health, Labor and Social Affairs Com-
mittee (HLSAC) made a field visit to the 
Ministry’s Ras Al Khaima office and the 
Social Services Department in Sharjah.

On discussing the Ministry of Health’s 
health sector development policy, a sim-
ilar visit was paid by HLSAC to Twam, 
Al Ain, Al Fujairah and Ras Al Khaima-
based Saqr hospitals. Similarly, the FNC 
Internal Affairs and Defense Committee 
(IADC), on discussing the Ministry of 
the Interior’s traffic safety and commu-
nity police policy, made a field visit to 
police headquarters in Sharjah.

The FNC is always keen to improve 
engagement with the community in 
order to achieve national aspirations 
through available communication 
channels, most importantly electronic 
communication where direct contact 
is made possible with FNC committee 
members, fill an application to visit and 
attend FNC meetings. These meetings 
are made public and citizens are wel-
come to attend.

The FNC email site “Tawasul” (En-
gagement) is a window for complaints 
and social interaction and for receiving 
insight on FNC issues. More efforts are 
being made to strengthen interaction 

The media are 
effective partners 
in this march 
where the roles 
of government 
agencies 
complement one 
another
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with citizens and various community 
organizations.

How can the UAE face unjustified 
attack by some agenda-motivated 
foreign agencies that claim them-
selves as guardians of human rights 
and freedoms? Is it true that it is our 
mistake that the west does not really 
understand what the UAE commu-
nity looks like?

FNC realizes how crucial this issue is. 
During the second ordinary session a 
committee was formed to strengthen 
communication with the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. A standing  human 
rights committee was created to boost 
UAE internal and external efforts, which 
was seen vital for many considerations, 
notably the various regional and in-
ternational human rights agreements 
signed by the UAE which has come to 
deal with 28 international organizations. 
This committee will be of much help 
representing the UAE at international 
agencies/bodies, considering UAE’s out-
standing human and international de-
velopment record.

The mentioned committee will, more-
over, boost FNC role on the home front 
regarding relationship with the execu-

tive authority and on the external front 
as well. The best answer to this unjus-
tified criticism is the UAE winning the 
United Nations Human Rights Council 
membership effective 2013 for three 
consecutive years ending late in 2015. 
It is great international recognition and 
appreciation of the UAE’s human rights 
record and national efforts made at the 
local and international levels.

This selection did not come from a 
vacuum, but as a result of a fully inte-
grated vision by our wise leaders to de-
velop and upgrade human resources and 
to provide a decent life for all citizens.

Following up national issues, a state-
ment was made by FNC regarding the 
biased European Parliament resolution 
on UAE human rights record, which 
was baseless, groundless and premedi-
tatedly ignoring UAE accomplishments 
recognized by international objective 
and credible reports that testify to UAE’s 
respect of the rule of law, political, eco-
nomic and social rights of women, ex-
patriate workers’ rights and anti-human 
trafficking campaigns.

How do you evaluate the political fluid, 
uncomfortable situation in the Gulf?

Citing the latest developments in the 

Middle East and the Arab region and 
resultant challenges the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council (GCC) looks strong and 
coherent. Individual GCC nations be-
lieve that their integrity depends on 
tackling of challenges in an effective and 
efficient fashion whereby national inter-
ests, security and stability are properly 
maintained.

FNC is a regular participant of the 
periodic meetings of the GCC Shura 
(Consultant), Representative and Na-
tional Councils which are designed to 
boost joint Gulf action and strengthen 
brotherly relations between GCC peo-
ple. The last few months proved that 
GCC is able to coordinate efforts and in-
tensify cooperation among GCC states, 
and is fully aware of the ensuing dangers 
of the current sensitive juncture.

Since it was established in 1981, GCC 
proved itself as an influential power 
in hard times in a highly complicated, 
overlapping political and security con-
ditions in the Arab region and the Mid-
dle East in general. GCC stands as a 
strong fence defending member states, 
their interests and achievements, and a 
vital platform for regional stability.

What do you think of Iran’s irrational 
and abusive policy that threatens re-
gional stability, either by organizing 
frequent military exercises or chang-
ing the characteristics of the three 
occupied UAE islands of Greater and 
Lesser Tunbs and Abu Mousa?

I would like to affirm that Gulf security 
and stability stand high on UAE’s list of 
priorities, and that the UAE pursues a 
balanced policy based on the UN Char-
ter and international laws, especially 
those providing for peaceful coexist-
ence, mutual trust and respect, good 
neighborliness, non-interference in the 
internal affairs of other countries and 
pursuit of peaceful means to settle dis-
putes and differences.

FNC is a regular participant of  regional and international parliamentary events 
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I would also to affirm that FNC, since 
establishment on 12 February 1972 has 
been working actively on various na-
tional causes, notably the three occu-
pied UAE islands of Greater and Lesser 
Tunbs and Abu Mousa, by mustering 
world support in the Arab, Islamic and 
international circles and to crystallize 
UAE attitude calling for a peaceful solu-
tion to the dispute in accordance with 
international legitimacy through serious 
one-to-one negotiations or referring the 
case the International Court of Justice in 
order to maintain regional security and 
stability.

FNC contributed to the Three Islands 
case by holding intensive discussions, 
presenting it to the visiting delegations 
(ministers, diplomats and parliamentar-
ians), periodic meetings of regional and 
international unions and parliamentar-
ian organizations, giving statements that 
affirm UAE right to restore national 
sovereignty over the Islands and getting 
the public opinion, local and world- ac-
quainted with the issue to elucidate UAE 
stand and efforts to solve the problem.

FNC role was not confined to in-house 
discussions and deliberations and refer-
ring recommendations to the govern-
ment, but also included participation in 
parliamentary, social, cultural and media 
events at all levels to explain the case and 
highlight UAE’s right to restore national 
sovereignty over the occupied Islands.

With these principles in mind, the 
UAE regrets continued Iranian occupa-
tion of the three islands - Greater and 
Lesser Tunbs and Abu Mousa- and 
claims the restoration of full national 
sovereignty over them.

We consider all measures taken by 
the Iranian authorities on the aforemen-
tioned islands null and void and a fla-
grant violation to international law. The 
Iranians are hereby be urged to respond 
to frequent UAE sincere peaceful calls 
for a just settlement of this case either 

through direct  bilateral negotiations or 
by referring the matter to the Interna-
tional Court of Justice to settle the dis-
pute in accordance with the UN Charter 
and International Law.

As we celebrate the 41st anniversary 
of National Day, would you elaborate, 
in percentage and figures, on FNC 
achievements since establishment?

Since establishment in 1981 FNC took 
interest in feeling public concerns, that 
is to say to discuss all issues which are in 
direct touch with the citizens, their lives 
and interests. FNC is a constitutional 
legislative council working in collabora-
tion with other state authorities in order 
to serve the nation and the citizen. There 
is no place for those lagging behind the 
train of development and progress. It is 
a national march to develop all sectors 
at all levels.

FNC is keen to materialize the vision 
and implement the instructions of His 
Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, President of the UAE and Su-
preme Commander of the Armed Forc-
es, (May God Protect him), who said 
“FNC membership, however sacred, has 
never been an asset, but a responsibility. 

It about altruism and relentless efforts to 
usher in the community to progress and 
prosperity – about how to tap and use 
points of strength to continue our na-
tional march. So, let your performance 
of national duty be commensurate with 
national expectations”.

Since FNC was established 487 ses-
sions were held up to the end of the first 
ordinary session of the 15th legislative 
chapter ending on 26 June 2012. Legisla-
tion-wise, 7 constitutional amendments 
were made, 309 draft laws approved, 
196 drafts laws on NFC general budget, 
budgets of independent entities and fi-
nal accounts endorsed. Seven draft laws 
were turned down, and 17 withdrawn 
by the government. During that period 
314 laws, 68 decreed laws and 662 in-
ternational agreements/treaties were ap-
proved.

Regulation-wise, FNC discussed 280 
topics, placed 480 inquiries to govern-
ment officials, made 243 recommenda-
tions and issued 63 statements. During 
the first ordinary session of the 15th leg-
islative chapters 14 sessions were held, 
and draft laws submitted by the gov-
ernment during the first ordinary ses-
sion amounted to 14 of which 13 were 

UAE women plays prominent role in public life
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discussed. The government agreed to 
withdraw 3 draft laws, and there are a 
number of draft laws pending.

How do you evaluate the political 
achievements of women after having 
them empowered as ministers and 
congresswomen? 

Our wise leadership is willing to en-
courage women in every way possible 
to get involved in public and private 
business. This was confirmed by His 
Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, President of the UAE and 
Supreme Commander of the Armed 
Forces, (May God Protect him), in a 
speech which was read on his behalf by 
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashed Al Maktoum, Vice-President, 
Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai, on 
opening the second ordinary session of 
the 15th legislative chapter of the Fed-
eral National Council by saying that 
“UAE women have proved they are up 
to the responsibilities entrusted to them, 
and they are requested to keep the en-
thusiasm and confidence known about 
UAE women and supported by the po-
litical leadership in order to boost politi-
cal participation and development”. This 
is based on a firm belief that women 
are key partners in community devel-
opment at all levels. It is a fact driven 
home and highlighted in His Highness 
the President’s speech.

The government has made gigantic 
efforts to empower women in politics 
and key positions. This was actually 
done in 2006 with women getting two 
ministerial portfolios, which were in-
creased to four in 2008. As regards po-
litical participation, women took part in 
the elections, the first ever, with a lady 
winning one seat, and another eight ap-
pointed. In the second election we had 
one lady winner and six appointed in-
cluding FNC Deputy Speaker.

This success proves women can be 

successful in taking up senior positions, 
whatever, and are better qualified to 
present their own causes, family welfare, 
child care, in addition to the manage-
ment and planning of the community 
they share 50-50.

Regarding the “Empowerment Plan”, 
the UAE women have taken vast steps as 
ministers, judges, ambassadors and FNC 
members. They also had their presence 
strongly felt in national action at all lev-
els, and proved highly capable of taking 
up responsibility and workload. 

How do you evaluate the role of the 
local media, including “Nation Shield” 
Journal, in addressing national causes?

It is FNC’s view that the media are a 
legitimate partner in a march where all 
government agencies and organization 
complement one another. 

The Nation Shield Journal is one of 
the oldest, highly respected publica-
tions in the UAE since the Union was 
declared, and an invaluable reference for 
the speeches of Their Highnesses Mem-
bers of the Supreme Federal Council the 
Rulers of the Emirates and a variety of 

military and cultural topics. He lauded 
the Nation Shield Journal’s efforts to en-
courage national writers to make their 
own contributions, along with those of 
specialized Arab and foreign writers 
to enrich the publication with various 
kinds of military knowledge.

I would like to seize this opportunity 
to commend our national media for 
covering FNC activities and events and 
appreciate their efforts, interaction and 
cooperation with FNC, which boosts 
effective partnership, as a concept, be-
tween the two platforms, enlightens the 
public opinion on FNC tasks in a trans-
parent fashion and develops a channel 
between FNC and the community.

I would like to emphasize the positive 
impact as a result of the honest coopera-
tion and invaluable contribution of the 
media. The FNC-media partnership did 
not come from a vacuum, but from a 
deep sense of responsibility and aware-
ness of national interests and public 
concerns. It is the result of deep faith in 
feasible cooperation and joint action to 
serve the community•

HE the FNC Speaker viewing Nation Shield journal
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Since launching on Oct. 15, 1997, the 
spacecraft has logged more than 6.1 bil-
lion kilometers of exploration - enough 
to circle Earth more than 152,000 times. 
After flying by Venus twice, Earth, and 
then Jupiter on its way to Saturn, Cas-
sini pulled into orbit around the ringed 
planet in 2004 and has been spending 
its last eight years weaving around Sat-
urn, its glittering rings and intriguing 
moons. 

Cassini has sent back some 444 giga-
bytes of scientific data so far, including 
more than 300,000 images. More than 
2,500 reports have been published in 
scientific journals based on Cassini data, 
describing the discovery of the plume of 
water ice and organic particles spew-
ing from the moon Enceladus; the first 
views of the hydrocarbon-filled lakes of 
Saturn’s largest moon Titan; the atmos-
pheric upheaval from a rare, monstrous 

storm on Saturn and many other curi-
ous phenomena. 

Initial Mission
Cassini was launched in October 1997 
with the European Space Agency’s Huy-
gens probe. The probe was equipped 
with six instruments to study Titan, Sat-
urn’s largest moon. It landed on Titan’s 
surface on Jan. 14, 2005, and returned 
spectacular results. Meanwhile, Cassini’s 
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Taking Us to Saturn and Its Moons
Cassini is ready to make exciting new discoveries

In 2012, NASA’s Cassini 

spacecraft celebrated 15 

years of uninterrupted drive 

time, earning it a place 

among the ultimate inter-

planetary road warriors. 



12 instruments have returned a daily 
stream of data from Saturn’s system 
since arriving at Saturn in 2004.

Among the most important targets 
of the mission are the moons Titan and 
Enceladus, as well as some of Saturn’s 
other icy moons. Towards the end of the 
mission, Cassini will make closer stud-
ies of the planet and its rings.

Complexity of the mission 
The complexity comes in part from the 
spacecraft lining up visits to more than 
a dozen of Saturn’s 60-plus moons and 
sometimes swinging up to get views of 
poles of the planet and moons. Cas-
sini then works its way back to orbiting 
around Saturn’s equator, while staying 
on track to hit its next targeted flyby. 
The turn-by-turn directions that mis-
sion planners write also have to factor in 
the gravitational influences of the moons 
and a limited fuel supply.  Cassini has 
accomplished all of this every year on-
budget, with relatively few issues. 

Cassini is entering middle age, with 
the associated signs of the passage of 
years, but it’s doing remarkably well and 
does not require any major maintenance.  

As Cassini conducts the most in-depth 
survey of a giant planet to date, the space-
craft has been flying the most complex 
gravity-assisted trajectory ever attempt-
ed. Each flyby of Titan, for example, is 

like threading the eye of the needle. And 
Cassini has done it 87 times so far, with 
accuracies generally within about 1.6 kil-
ometers, and all controlled from Earth 
about 1.5 billion kilometers away.

Cassini completed its initial four-year 
mission to explore the Saturn System 
in June 2008 and the first extended 
mission, called the Cassini Equinox 
Mission, in September 2010. Now, the 
healthy spacecraft is seeking to make 
exciting new discoveries in a second ex-
tended mission called the Cassini Sol-
stice Mission.

The mission’s extension, which goes 
through September 2017, is named for 
the Saturnian summer solstice occur-
ring in May 2017. The northern sum-
mer solstice marks the beginning of 
summer in the northern hemisphere 
and winter in the southern hemisphere. 
Since Cassini arrived at Saturn just after 
the planet’s northern winter solstice, the 
extension will allow for the first study 
of a complete seasonal period. No other 
spacecraft has been able to observe such 
a transformation at a giant planet. 

Cassini’s Superhuman Senses 
The Cassini spacecraft is loaded with 
an array of sophisticated instruments 
and cameras, to deliver valuable data 
from the mission to scientists around 
the world.  Cassini’s instruments can 

The most important 
targets of the 
mission are the 
moons Titan and 
Enceladus, as well 
as some of Saturn’s 
other icy moons

Artist’s impression of Saturn’s moon Titan before, during and after equinox

be classified as remote and microwave 
remote sensing instruments, and fields 
and particles instruments. These are all 
designed to record significant data and 
take a variety of close-up measurements. 

The Huygens Probe
The Huygens Probe was named after 
Christiaan Huygens, a Dutch astrono-
mer who in 1655 discovered Titan, Sat-
urn’s largest moon. The probe was de-
signed by the European Space Agency 
(ESA), to perform an in-depth study of 
the clouds, atmosphere, and surface of 
Titan. 

Cassini Orbiter Instruments
They survey and sniff, analyze and scru-
tinize. And of course, they take stunning 
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images in various visible spectra. The 12 
science instruments onboard the Cassini 
spacecraft are seemingly capable of do-
ing it all. Each instrument is designed to 
carry out sophisticated scientific studies 
of Saturn, from collecting data in multi-
ple regions of the electromagnetic spec-
trum, to studying dust particles, to char-
acterizing Saturn’s plasma environment 
and magnetosphere.

The instruments gather data for 27 
diverse science investigations, providing 
scientists with an enormous amount of 
information on the most beautiful plan-
et in our Solar System.

Optical Remote Sensing: Mounted 
on the remote sensing pallet, these in-
struments study Saturn and its rings and 
moons in the electromagnetic spectrum. 
The remote sensing instruments can cal-
culate measurements from a great dis-
tance. This set includes both optical and 
microwave sensing instruments includ-
ing cameras, spectrometers, radar and 
radio. 

Fields, Particles and Waves: The 
fields and particles instruments take 
direct sensing measurements of the en-
vironment around the spacecraft. These 
instruments measure magnetic fields, 
mass, electrical charges and densities of 
atomic particles. They also measure the 

quantity and composition of dust parti-
cles, the strengths of plasma (electrically 
charged gas), and radio waves. 

Microwave Remote Sensing: Using 
radio waves, Microwave Remote Sens-
ing instruments map atmospheres, de-
termine the mass of moons, collect data 
on ring particle size, and unveil the sur-
face of Titan.

Saturn’s Largest Moon: Titan
Cassini catapulted our knowledge of gi-
ant, haze-enshrouded Titan into a whole 
new realm. In our solar system, only 
Earth, Venus, Mars and Titan have both 
a solid surface and a substantial atmos-
phere - providing natural laboratories 
for exploring climate processes. Dur-
ing the primary and extended missions 
Cassini investigated the structure and 
complex organic chemistry of Titan’s 
thick, smog-filled atmosphere. On the 
frigid, alien surface, the spacecraft and 
its Huygens probe revealed vast meth-
ane lakes and widespread stretches of 
wind-sculpted hydrocarbon sand dunes. 
Cassini researchers also deduced the 
presence of an internal, liquid water-
ammonia ocean.

Understanding Titan’s Atmosphere 
During the first years of Cassini’s explo-

ration of the Saturnian system, Titan 
sported a “hood” of dense gaseous haze 
(white) in a vortex above its north pole, 
along with a high-altitude “hot spot” 
(red). During this time the North Pole 
was pointed away from the sun. 

At equinox, both hemispheres received 
equal heating from the sun. Afterwards, 
the North Pole tilted towards the sun, 
signaling the arrival of spring, while the 
southern hemisphere tilted away from 
the sun and moved into autumn. 

After equinox and until 2011, there 
was still a significant build up of trace 
gases over the North Pole, even though 
the vortex and hot spot had almost dis-
appeared. Similar features began devel-
oping at the South Pole, which are still 
present. 

These observations are interpreted as 
a large-scale reversal in the single pole-
to-pole atmospheric circulation cell of 
Titan immediately after equinox, with 
an upwelling of gases in the summer 
hemisphere and a corresponding down-
welling in the winter hemisphere.

The pole on Titan that is experienc-
ing winter is typically pointed away from 
Earth due to orbital geometry. Because 
Cassini has been in orbit around Sat-
urn since 2004, it has been able to study 
the moon from angles impossible from 

Peering into the Storm with Cassini’s narrow-angle camera

The spacecraft 
and its Huygens 
probe revealed vast 
methane lakes and 
widespread stretches 
of wind-sculpted 
hydrocarbon sand 
dunes
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Earth and watch changes develop over 
time. Models have predicted circulation 
changes for nearly 20 years, but Cassini 
has finally directly observed them hap-
pening - marking a major milestone in 
the mission. 

Formation of Haze and a Vortex
Other Cassini instruments obtained 
images of the formation of haze and a 
vortex over Titan’s South Pole, but the 
data from the composite infrared spec-
trometer (CIRS) is sensitive to much 
higher altitudes, provides more quan-
titative information and more directly 
probes the circulation and chemistry. 
The CIRS data, which enable scientists 
to track changes in atmospheric temper-
ature and the distribution of gases like 
benzene and hydrogen cyanide, also re-
vealed changes in hard-to-detect vertical 
winds and global circulation. 

The Cassini International Team
 The Cassini program is an international 
cooperative effort involving NASA, the 
European Space Agency (ESA) and the 
Italian space agency, Agenzia Spaziale 
Italiana (ASI), as well as several sepa-
rate European academic and industrial 
contributors. The Cassini partnership 
represents an undertaking whose scope 
and cost would not likely be borne by 
any single nation, but is made possible 
through shared investment and partici-
pation. Through the mission, about 260 
scientists from 17 countries are gaining a 
better understanding of Saturn, its stun-
ning rings, its magnetosphere, Titan and 
its other icy moons.

In the United States, the mission is 
managed for NASA’s Office of Space Sci-
ence by the Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
(JPL), Pasadena, CA. JPL is a division of 
the California Institute of Technology.   

The major U.S. contractor is Lockheed 

Martin, whose contributions include the 
launch vehicle and upper stage, space-
craft propulsion module and the radio-
isotope thermoelectric generators.

Development of the Huygens Titan 
probe was managed by the European 
Space Technology and Research Center. 
The center’s prime contractor, Aerospa-
tiale (now Alcatel) in Cannes, France, 
assembled the probe with equipment 
supplied by many European countries. 
Huygens’ batteries and two scientific in-
struments came from the United States.  
Cassini’s radio antenna and other con-
tributions to the spacecraft came from 
ASI.  The U.S. Department of Energy 
provided Cassini’s radioisotope thermo-
electric generators.

Closer to Saturn 
Starting in November 2016, Cassini will 
begin a series of orbits that wind it ever 
closer to Saturn. Those orbits kick off 
just outside Saturn’s “F” ring, the outer-
most of the main rings. Then in April 
2017, one final close encounter with Ti-
tan will put Cassini on a trajectory that 
will pass by Saturn inside its innermost 
ring, a whisper away from the top of 
Saturn’s atmosphere. After 22 such close 
passes, the gravitational perturbation 
from one final distant Titan encounter 
will bring Cassini ever closer. 
On Sept. 15, 2017, after entry into Sat-
urn’s atmosphere, the spacecraft will be 
crushed and vaporized by the pressure 
and temperature of Saturn’s final em-
brace to protect worlds like Enceladus 
and Titan, with liquid water oceans un-
der their icy crusts that might harbor 
conditions for life•

Reference / Photo Credit :
www.nasa.gov
Jia-Rui Cook;
Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Pasadena
www.lockheedmartin.com

Saturn’s Hot Plasma Explosions 

Cassini’s prime mission, is shown in green
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With the lowest acquisition, opera-
tional and maintenance cost of any 
70-ton capable recovery system, HER-
CULES is an answer to the need for a 
cost-effective, self-supporting, heavy 
recovery performance vehicle that has 
been tested and proven to tow and hoist 
heaviest combat vehicles. The vehicle is 
equipped to carry out repairs to other 
supported vehicles in the battlefield. The 
M88A2 armored recovery vehicles were 
introduced into the US Army in 1997 
and deployed in wars in the Gulf and 
Kosovo. The M88A2 recovery vehicle 
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Heavy Equipment Recovery Combat Utility Lift Evacuation Systems

M88A2 HERCULES
The M88A2 HERCULES is a 

combat-proven, fully-tracked, 

steel-armored recovery vehicle 

that performs hoisting, winch-

ing and towing operations for 

heavy 70-ton combat systems. 

It is equipped to assist in the 

repair of disabled vehicles 

under general field conditions 

and to recover vehicles under 

hostile fire. HERCULES can 

cut in half the number of re-

covery vehicles and personnel 

required to perform recovery 

missions in support of mod-

ern tank forces.



ble recovery system. The M88A2 also 
provides unparalleled capability for re-
covering today’s heavy combat vehicles 
including the M1A1, M1A2, Leopard 
MBT, bridging systems and other me-
dium to heavy weight vehicles.

M88A2 HERCULES offers operation-
al and logistics commonality with the 
existing M88A1 fleet, simplifying train-
ing and parts availability.  

Technology
The HERCULES can recover up to 
70t combat vehicles such as Leopard, 
M1A1, M1A2, bridging systems and 
other vehicles. Technically improved to 
give greater performance, the M88A2 
was also equipped with extra armor. 
HERCULES is equipped with a .50-cali-
bre machine gun.

HERCULES features overlay armor 
protection, ballistic skirts, a longer 35-
ton boom, a 140,000-pound (63,504 
kg) constant pull main winch with 280 
feet of cable, and an auxiliary three-ton 
winch to aid main winch cable deploy-
ment. The M88A2 was developed to 
give 55 percent more winching power, 
40 percent more lifting strength and 
25 percent extra towing muscle. It can 

The HERCULES 
was the primary 
70-ton recovery 
system during 
Operation Iraqi 
Freedom

ties when they used it to pull down the 
deposed Iraqi ruler’s statue in Baghdad 
on April 9, 2003. HERCULES utilizes a 
hull designed for the recovery mission 
and thoroughly proven by US Army 
testing. Stability and performance are 
unmatched by any alternate tank-based 
design.

Key Features
Key features of the M88A2 HERCULES 
include: improved power-assisted brak-
ing to enable the recovery vehicle to tow 
an M1A1 tank, increased horsepower, 
improved steering, improved electrical 
system, a modernized hydraulic system 
and a boom that enables the vehicle to 
lift an M1A1 turret. HERCULES has 
the lowest acquisition, operational and 
maintenance cost of any 70-ton capa-

meets the US Army’s requirements for 
a well-equipped recovery vehicle, which 
safely performs towing, winching and 
recovery operations in war zones. The 
M88A2 vehicle can also winch inop-
erative heavyweight M1A1/2 Abrams 
tanks.

It is a variant of the M88 HERCULES, 
which was designed and manufactured 
by Bowen McLaughlin York (BMY). 
BMY merged with FMC in 1964 to form 
United Defense Industries. In 2005, 
United Defense Industries was acquired 
by BAE Systems Land and Armaments. 
The M88A2 is now being manufactured 
by BAE Systems.

The HERCULES was the primary 70-
ton recovery system during Operation 
Iraqi Freedom.  US troops had found a 
few other creative uses for its capabili-
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provide refuel and de-fuel facilities to 
vehicles when required and be used 
for slave-starting and hydraulic winch-
ing. The M88A2 HERCULES is built 
and equipped to be the world’s recovery 
champion.

The vehicle is equipped with enhanced 
propulsion system. It also employs an 
auxiliary power unit (APU) which offers 
auxiliary electrical and hydraulic power 
when the main engine is not in opera-
tion. The vehicle’s fuel capacity is 413gal 
and its road speed is 41km/h.

Mine Protection
The hull of the M88A2 Hercules is de-
signed to offer protection against anti-
personnel mines, artillery fragments and 
small arms fire. The vehicle is equipped 
with .50 caliber machine gun with 1,300 
rounds for self-protection. It can per-
form evacuation, recovery and repair of 
battle tanks and other vehicles in a bat-
tlefield.

The vehicle is equipped with armored 
track skirts and smoke screen generators, 
and provides protection against nuclear, 
biological and chemical (NBC) attacks.

Winching Power
All winches are hydraulically operated. 
The vehicle is equipped with an auxiliary 
power unit (APU) that provides backup 
hydraulic and electrical power. The APU 
also provides power for refueling and 
fuel transfer. The vehicle carries a crew 
of three: commander, operator and me-
chanic and has compartment space for 
four members of the recovered vehicle.

Survivability
HERCULES features overlay armor pro-
tection, ballistic skirts and NBC face 
mask protection.

Recovery
HERCULES has a longer 35 ton boom, 
a 140,000-pound constant pull main 
winch with 280 feet of cable and an aux-
iliary 3 ton winch to aid main winch ca-
ble deployment.

Mission
Specifically designed with the tractive 
power to safely tow and winch mired or 
disabled vehicles, and the hoisting ca-
pability to upright overturned vehicles, 

change powerpacks or remove MBT tur-
rets.

Support
As the designer and OEM of the M88 
Family of Vehicles (FOV), BAE Systems 
also provide New Equipment Train-
ing, Operator & Operator-Maintenance 
Training, Configuration Control and 
upgrades.

Orders and Deliveries
HERCULES is currently in production 
for the US Army, USMC and foreign 
governments.

In May 2001, BAE systems were 
awarded a $21.8m contract by the Egyp-
tian defense forces for the co-production 
of 13 M88A2 recovery vehicles.

In November 2006, the US Army or-
dered 113 M88A2 vehicles in a $251m 
contract. The contractual scope also in-
cludes supply of spare parts and exten-
sion of system technical support to the 
US Army. The deliveries were completed 
in 2009.

In 2008, the US Army placed another 
order with BAE Systems for 90 M88A2 

The hull is designed to offer protection against anti-personnel mines, artillery fragments and small arms fire
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army-configured vehicles and four ve-
hicles for the US Marine Corps. The 
contract was worth $185m. Another 39 
vehicles were ordered by the US Army 
under an $81.4m contract awarded in 
May 2009.

In July 2010, BAE systems received a 
$70m contract to convert 30 US Army 
M88A1 hulls into M88A2 HERCULES 
vehicles.

The US Army placed a $165.5m con-
tract for 43 vehicles in July 2011.

In August 2011, BAE was awarded a 
$108.4m contract to provide 29 HER-
CULES vehicles to the US Army and 16 
vehicles to the US Marine Corps.

In October 2012, BAE was awarded 
a $31.8m contract to deliver eight more 
M88A2 vehicles to the Iraqi Army.

The work will be performed by the ex-
isting workforce at BAE Systems opera-
tions in York, Pennsylvania and Aiken, 
South Carolina. The York facility will 
fabricate the new hulls for the M88A2 
configuration and the Aiken facility will 
manufacture some of the parts for vehi-
cles.  Work is expected to begin in late 
2013 and is anticipated to be complete 
in mid-2014.  

This award brings the total value of 
US Government contracts that BAE 
Systems has received for the HERCU-
LES program to $1.4 billion. To date, 
more than 500 HERCULES vehicles 
have been fielded against an overall US 
Army requirement of 748 vehicles. A 
total of 75 vehicles have been fielded to 
the US Marine Corps. The remaining 

deliveries are expected to be completed 
by December 2013.

In 2010, BAE Systems produced and 
delivered eight M88A2s for the Iraqi 
Army, bringing the total number of 
M88A2s the company has provided 
for Iraq to 16. Earlier this year, BAE 
Systems overhauled and delivered 440 
M113A2 personnel carriers to the Iraqi 
Army through a foreign military sale 
worth more than $31 million.

Till date, the US government has 
awarded contracts worth $1.4bn to BAE 
systems for the HERCULES vehicles 
program•

Reference / Photo Credit :
 www.baesystems.com

Width: 3.6 m

Height: 
3.1 m

Overall Length: 
8.5 m 

Technical Specifications: 
Ground clearance:   0.4 m
Gross vehicle weight: 63,500 kg 
Personnel capacity:  7 

Gross horsepower:  1050@2400 rpm 
Speed: 42-48 km/h 
 Estimated cruising range:   483 km 
Slope:  60% 
Trench crossing:   2.6 m 
Vertical wall crossing:   1.0 m 
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