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The UAE armed forces played the same role in
Yemen when hit by disastrous floods in October 2008.
An airlift between the UAE and Yemen was set up to
transport relief assistance. Many planes carrying relief
assistance, medicine and medica supplies were routed.
A fully integrated on-site military hospital manned by
UAE medical and technical personnel was set up.

The armed forces' mission was not entirely human-
itarian. They took part in the peacekeeping force in
Afghanistan to transport humanitarian relief assistance
to the Afghan people. They also participated in recon-
struction projects and in maintaining security and sta-
bility. The UAE was also keen to help the Afghansin
rehabilitating national organizations and rebuilding the
state.

Highlighting the vital role of the UAE armed forces,
a NATO official made a statement to the Emirates
News Agency (WAM) at the meetings of NATO com-
manders in Lishon in which he expressed NATO's
appreciation of UAE's positive cooperation, affirming
that the UAE was a top NATO partner in Istanbul
Cooperation Initiative. He also said that NATO was in
full contact with the UAE regarding the situation in
Afghanistan and the Middle East peace process.

The NATO official aso lauded UAE's impressive
contribution to reconstruction and  stability in
Afghanistan, and highlighted UAE's role in maintain-
ing peace and stability in Kosova, affirming that the
UAE was amodel to follow in strengthening peace and
stability in many parts of the world.

In 2011 the UAE forces joined the (Arabian)
Peninsula Shield Force following the deplorable inci-
dents in Bahrain, which came in line with UAE’s com-
mitment to joint security and defense agreements and
accords. This contribution embodies UAE's noble

same-destiny stand, and confirms UAE's staunch rela
tions with the GCC member states.

Committed to participation in any international ini-
tiatives, the UAE Air Force planes made patrols in
implementation of the UN Security Council’s no-fly
resolution in Libyato defend the Libyan people.

The UAE Federation made great achievements and
rendered great expectations true. It ushered the state,
community and the individual into the 21st century. As
we mark the 40th anniversary of the National Day we
are confident that the UAE armed forces will pursue
their excellence and progress thanks to our wise lead-
ers keenness to provide all resources and potentials
needed to perform their sacred mission. The armed
forceswill, hence, remain an impregnable shield for our
beloved country, and will continue to pursue their
impressive, effective role in regional and international
security and stability and in humanitarian missions.

The UAE 40th National Day coincides with the
appearance of the “Nation Shield” Journal which is the
official mouthpiece of the Armed Forces, and plays a
leading role in spreading knowledge, military sciences
and the latest military technology.

The armed forces will continue to keep their word
and dlegiance to our leaders, inspired by the wise
words and guidance of His Highness Sheikh Khalifabin
Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the UAE and Supreme
Commander of the Armed Forces (May God protect
him), who said “The UAE land, people and achieve-
ments are your responsibility, and you are our responsi-
bility. So, live up to this responsibility by strengthening
your affiliation to this country, closing ranks, fortifying
unity and showing readiness for any supreme sacrifice”.



throughout the world. The armed forces have achieved
alot at al levels, helping Arab and friendly countries
unilaterally or in coordination with international organi-
zations such as the United Nations- out in natural disas-
ters and crises.

On top of the armed forces' contributions overseas
isthe formation of an Arab deterrent force to abort civil
war in Lebanon. A UAE force was formed to join the
peacekeeping force there. Our forces also participated
in Operation “Desert Storm” to liberate Kuwait.

In addition, they joined the UN Force in Operation
“Bring Hope” in Somaliaand helped build Kukes Camp
in Albany which costed $ 3 million to shelter 12000
refugees who were |eft homeless by the war. All neces-
sities, accommodation and housing included, were pro-
vided to the civilians, and the Camp was supplemented
with afully-equipped hospital. And on 8 May 1999 the
UAE opened Sheikh Zayed Airport in Kukes in north-
ern Albany which was built in arecord time to transport
relief assistance to the refugees.

It was logical for the armed forces to reaffirm its
role as a tool for peace and security when a Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) member state needed pro-
tection. They took, as ever, the initiative to take part in
defending Kuwait under the (Arabian) Peninsula Shield
Force, and were the first to leave, thus highlighting the
deep Arab relations among regional states.

This initiative came in support of Arab joint action
according to the principles laid out by the late Sheikh

Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan (May God bless his soul),
and GCC Heads of State. Another contribution for the
armed forces was L ebanon where the UAE made inces-
sant efforts to aleviate the sufferings of the Lebanese
people because of the mines Israel had planted in the
south. Contributing to the Solidarity Mines Removal
Project, the UAE signed an agreement with Lebanon on
25 October 2011 in Beirut to carry out a $50 million
project to this end, which was a successful joint collab-
oration.

The amed forces aso contributed to Iraq
Reconstruction Project. The UAE wasthefirst tolend a
hand of relief to the Iragi people who suffered long
years of blockade and vicious war. The Zayed Hospital
was opened in Baghdad where the UAE armed forces
started, immediately after their arrival, reconstructing
the old, derelict and ransacked Olympic Hospital which
was rehabilitated by ateam of engineers and technicians
of the UAE armed forces. Water and electricity were
supplied, the new hospital — renamed “Sheikh Zayed
Hospital”- was completed.

In Yemen, the UAE armed forces played a leading
rolein providing relief assistance to the Y emenis hit by
violent natural disasters like earthquakes and floods.
One particularly violent earthquake was the one that hit
northern Pakistan on 8 October 2005 where a UAE-
Pakistan airlift was established since day one of the
earthquake to transport equipment, medical and food
supplies and medicine to survivors.




The armed forces were keen to acquire top-notch,
hi-tech weapons according to the directives of our wise
leadership, which helped raise the standard of perfor-
mance of the Land, Naval and Air forces. We were able
in the past few years to build modern land forces armed
with the latest knowhow, skills and weapons. How to
defend the UAE coasts, ports and territorial waters had
a significant share of the master plan of the Armed
Forces General Headquarters (GHQ) which devoted
specia attention to the development plans to develop
the naval forces to secure UAE's sovereignty over ter-
ritorial waters.

The air and air defense forces (AADF) had the
lion's share of the massive upgrading and development
plans of the armed forces. AADF have witnessed over
the past years many of such plans which helped them
attain the highest degree of rehabilitation and
weaponization to defend UAE's airspace and soil.

Formation and rehabilitation plans have been, since
day one, a cornerstone and a target for GHQ under the
directives of our wise leadership. On-site follow up has
been pursued by His Excellency Staff General Hamad
Mohammed Thany Al Rumaithy, Chief of Staff of the
Armed Forces, for world-class professionalism by
acquiring and mastering new skills and modern technol-
ogy.

Thisfarsighted vision of the Armed Forcestook into
account the significant role the UAE women could play

inany preparations for defending our country. The deci-
sion to enlist women in the armed forceswas awise one
giving the UAE women the opportunity to serve the
community and perform their national duty under the
continuous support of Her Highness Sheikha Fatmabint
Mubarak, Chairwoman of the General Women Union
and Supreme Head of the Family Development
Organization.

Khawala bint Al Azwar Military School for Girls
(KBAMSG) played a significant role in providing the
armed forces with additional work force, and has
become amain tributary for supplying qualified gradu-
atesin various fields.

A case in point is Khalifa bin Zayed Air Academy
“Female Pilot Program” where female pilots are trained
to defend UAE airspace, soil and territorial waters.

The outstanding performance attained by the armed
forces is exemplified by the ability of our national
cadresto take theinitiative. This sense of prideisattrib-
uted not only to the armed forces’ impressive record in
defending national achievements and security, but also
to their overseas contributions to relief, peacekeeping
and reconstruction operations. Under the leadership of
His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
President of the UAE and Supreme Commander of the
Armed Forces (May God protect him), and his blessed
father the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan
(May God bless his soul), the UAE has set an example
in  comforting and supporting disaster-hit people



It al began with the founding fathers' dream to
unite all Emirates under oneflag, driven by afirm belief
that unity is strength. Meeting started in Abu Mereikha
between Dubai and Abu Dhabi where the idea met a
consensus. The late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan
(May God bless his soul), supported by the late Sheikh
Rashid bin Said Al Maktoum (May God bless his soul)
and the Rulers of the Emirates, deemed it essential to
bring al Emirates under one federation. On 2nd
December 1971 the dream came true and the United
Arab Emirates was born.

Ever since the Federation was born, and driven by a
firm belief that a strong army was indispensable to
defend national achievements, our leaders made a his-
toric decision to the unify the armed forces under one
command — a step seen essential to support the newly-
fledged federal state. Thanks to the support of our wise
leadership the armed forces have become an impreg-

nable shield to defend our national sovereignty, securi-
ty, stability and accomplishments. Following this
blessed step the armed forces opened up to the modern
age, and plans were made to cope with the latest mili-
tary technology in order to build national cadres quali-
fied enough to take whatever assignments.

The armed forces have become, with the sincere
efforts of their personnel, a model army armed with
knowledge, skills and potentials to defend the federal
dtate.

Within the framework of a massive upgrading and
modernization plan, the clear-cut decisions of His
Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
President of the UAE and Supreme Commander of the
Armed Forces (May God protect him), have become a
road map for the armed forces to follow in the carefully
drawn programs which have transformed performance
and steady readiness to cope with modern advance-




The Armed Forces
40 year Shield for the Federation

own the memory lane, nations keep unforgettable memories of the faithful hands

and the determination of the dedicated leaders who believed in destiny and shoul-
dered heavy responsibilities with perseverance to realize their nation’s dreams. They
kept their promise to the Almighty God and their word to their people, and offered the
world a model modern state born out of the barren desert — one that has maintained a
leading position at the regional and international levels — one having the potential to
develop without relinquishing its genuine character cut out by Arab and Islamic cultural
heritage. Aswe celebrate the 40th anniversary of the UAE National Day we feel proud
of the achievements that have transformed the face of life on the UAE soil.

-




€ € The UAE foreign p

olicy has been consistent with international

changesin itsregional and international activities

taining the same constants that were
adopted when the federation was
established. This, coupled with an
open and moderate policy towards
neighboring countries as well as the
international community, has had a
great impact on the level of interna-
tional relations. The UAE has kept
its commitments towards interna-
tional conventions and agreements,
dealt wisely and discreetly with for-
eign affairs, contributed to preserv-
ing peace, security and stability and
renounced aggression and all forms
of terrorism. Our foreign policy
reflected our steadfast belief in
achieving justice in the relations
among world countries, including
the policy of non-interference in the
internal affairs of other countries,
resolving conflicts peacefully, sup-
porting international organizations
and entities, and contributing to
humanitarian relief efforts in disas-
ter-stricken regions to name but few
of the UAE foreign policy con-

stants. The aid provided by the UAE
has played a key role in achieving
comprehensive and  sustainable
development in the recipient coun-
tries through financing long-term
humanitarian and development pro-
jects, in addition to other interna-
tiona humanitarian and develop-
ment initiatives carried out in coor-
dination with the United Nations
agencies and other international
partners in various countries.

As we celebrate the 40th
anniversary of establishing our
Federation and the fruits of our hard
work, we reaffirm that we shall
keep our covenant towards our
nation and its leader and continue
our march for a brighter future for
the coming generations. We pledge
to God, to our Leader and to our
homeland that we shall make any
sacrifice and spare no effort for
moving ahead with our country and
preserving the high status that the
UAE has reached today.

Finally, I would like to take this
opportunity to offer my heartfelt
congratulations to President His
Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed
Al Nahyan; his brother, His
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President
and Prime Minister of UAE and
Ruler of Dubai; and to their broth-
ers, members of the Supreme
Council, Their Highnesses the
Rulers of Emirates; and to our loyal,
sincere UAE people, whom we call
on to continue their work for the
best of our Federation. We pray to
the Almighty God to grant our
beloved homeland more progress
and development and fulfill the
aspirations and hopes of our dear
UAE citizens.

Peace be upon you all.




€ € During the past four decades, we have further reinforced
our efficient armed forces, being one of the most impor-
tant tools for protecting our national security and preserv-

a high quality educational output.
Efforts have been taken in the field
of higher education to meet the
demands of the job market, there-
fore many scientific research and
technological centers were estab-
lished. The government has con-
stantly called for developing educa-
tional plans and programs according
to international standards, without
losing the constants of our national
identity. With the aim of keeping
abreast of technological advances,
the government has sought to
Emiratize the more advanced tech-
nologies through concentrating on
the high-tech industry such as
renewable energy, nuclear power,
genetic engineering, electronic and
aviation engineering and space sci-
ence among others.

Education has aways been a
major concern for the government,
which led to laying out a 20-year
plan to take it to standard levels
conforming to the latest in technol-
ogy and science. The plan focusses
on improving students results, pro-
viding an appropriate school envi-
ronment, developing the national
spirit, developing the curricula,
improving teachers' performance,
providing equipment and other
requirements for schools, standard-
izing assessment criteria, integrat-
ing students with special needs into
mainstream schools, achieving a
high-quality public and private edu-
cation, involving parentsin the edu-
cational process, and building a
capable UAE workforce in the edu-
cational field.

In line with supporting the role
of service sectors, a substantial
progress has been made. The gov-
ernment considered healthcare to be
a top priority, in line with the

ing our achievements

national and strategic development
plans that focus on improving the
level of medical services. The UAE
has witnessed increasing develop-
ments and growth in all aspects of
the healthcare sector, including
securing highly qualified staff, and
providing state-of-the-art equip-
ment and a high level of healthcare
service. The government has been
keen on developing a highly quali-
fied national workforce and health-
care services according to interna-
tional standards. We are still look-
ing forward to more support and
development in this sector and
improving itsoutput for citizens and
residents alike.

During the past four decades, we
have further reinforced our efficient
armed forces, being one of the most
important tools for protecting our
national security and preserving our
achievements. We have concentrat-
ed on developing our forces and
reinforcing their defense capabili-
ties through advanced training and
programs so as to make them better
equipped to carry out their missions
of defending our borders as well as
take part in international peace
efforts under the umbrella of the
United Nations in support of moral
values and just causes. In dealing
with international issues, the UAE
has been a firm believer in the cul-
ture of dialogue, peaceful coexis-
tence, preserving international
peace and security and renouncing
al forms of violence, believing that
security is unattainable away from
the world' s nations.

The high level of security and
stahility in our country is a natural
consequence of our sound under-
standing of the security sector, as
the various police departments are

shouldering many responsibilitiesin
order to preserve our national secu-
rity, avoid potential risks and ensure
safety and stability for our people.
The Internal Security and Police
forces have made great achieve-
mentsin terms of establishing mod-
ern police forces capable of provid-
ing security for all the population
and continuing to develop the
national workforce and equipping it
with the latest tools in the world of
security, crime control and counter-
terrorism efforts.

Just like the comprehensive
development process has made big
leaps on the domestic level, the
UAE sforeign policy and the stands
it has taken from international
affairsduring thelast forty yearsare
also a source of great pride. The
government has been keen to take
an active and positive role in the
issues and challenges facing the
Gulf region and to underpin the
position of the Gulf Cooperation
Council for the Arab States of the
Gulf (GCC) inlinewith itseffortsto
support  Arab  cooperation and
address the concerns of the Arab
nations. This position of the govern-
ment is based on its conviction that
Arab nations should unite in order
to address their mutual destiny chal-
lenges, renounce their disagree-
ments, support Arab solidarity, and
make greater efforts to underpin
trust and communication channels
among Arab countries, emphasizing
the importance of resolving all con-
flicts anong them peacefully.

On the internationa level, the
UAE foreign policy has been con-
sistent with international changesin
itsregional and international activi-
ties.  The UAE diplomacy has
made many successes while main-



all of our citizens to participate in
building our future effectively and
positively”.

The UAE leadership firmly
believes that citizens are the target
and the tool of the development
process. Therefore, the UAE leader-
ship will stay focused on the goal of
human development. We have been
keen to build the individual, the
building block in our society. We
laid out ambitious plans and devel-
oped extensive programs to better
equip our citizens with the latest
technological tools in order to help
them take part in building our nation
as creative, productive and genuine
participants. We have also been
concerned about people with special
needs, taking every effort to help
them be active participants in the
overal development quest. The
forty-year journey of our blessed
federation has demonstrated that
citizens are an important element in
the progress of the nation and will
always remain a partner in building
its future in support of the develop-
ment march of the UAE.

In this regard, the UAE has
come along way in terms of human
development, as it advanced to the
30th position among 169 countries
covered by the 2011 Human
Development Report released by
the United Nations. The UAE also
ranked first among all Arab states.

The 40th anniversary of our
National Day is an occasion to cele-
brate the comprehensive renais-
sance of our homeland with all of its
great benefits for citizens and resi-
dents alike. The economy isjust one
of the pillars of development. The
comprehensive strategic vision of
the UAE emphasized the impor-
tance of reinforcing our national

economy,  supporting  non-oil
exports within the framework of
economic  diversification,  thus

preparing for our national com-
modities to reach the global market,
using various international plat-
forms to better promote investment
opportunities in al sectors of the
local markets, helping national

companies to establish partnerships
and strategic alliances with interna-
tional companies in order to invest
in the UAE, and protecting our
national investments abroad. This
impressive economic development
is well documented in international
reports which testify to the continu-
ous progress of our nation and its
growing economic capabilities.

This year, the second of
December comes as we embark on a
journey towards full empowerment
that places a high importance on
keeping up the support for public
participation, reinforcing the State
of the Law, empowering our citi-
zens to take part in making deci-
sions on the public policy of the
UAE, and strengthening the rela-
tionship between citizensand public
organizations, which has been an
important focus of the decision-
making process. From this perspec-
tive, the recent elections of the
Federal National Council came to
provide our citizens with the oppor-
tunity of greater participation in the
electoral process as a first step
towards developing the FNC and
reinforcing its role and status in our
politica system.

The constitutional amendment
on extending the term of office for
FNC members to four years further
confirms that the empowerment
phase is not just a general outlook
but actual steps and programs that
are being applied in redlity to allow
for a greater public participation
and support our parliamentary expe-
rience.

That said, we consider the FNC
elections to be an ideal opportunity
and a historic step towards expand-
ing our parliamentary role and
national efforts for more solid con-
stitutional and legislative structures.
The ‘Shura principle, which has
been a constant pillar of the UAE
society since its early history, has
developed in terms of mechanisms
and implications in response to the
changes that have come over our
society.

Right from the start, we under-

===

stood the significant role of women
in national development efforts and
we therefore worked on establishing
a social culture that supports the
participation of women in public
affairs. The UAE woman's achieve-
ments in the federation, aong with
her strong presence in public life,
have been impressive and we con-
sider them to be a source of pride.
We do value the successes that the
UAE woman has achieved in all of
the positions and roles she has
taken, outnumbering men in some
sectors.  Indeed, this reflects a
mature response to the UAE's
efforts in empowering women and
utilizing their potential as a rea
partner in the process of develop-
ment and sustainable development
plans. Therefore, it isanatural con-
sequence that the UAE has occu-
pied initial positionsin international
reports concerned with women
empowerment. The UAE ranked
first in *bridging the gender gap’ in
the fields of health, education and
employment, according to the
Human Development Report issued
by the United Nations Development
Program (UNDP).

The government has sought to
implant the values of voluntary
work and socia solidarity in the
minds of the youths to complement
the role of the government in serv-
ing the community based on mutual
aid and charity work among com-
munity members. Thus, the govern-
ment launched social and philan-
thropic initiatives to preserve such
values and build generations with
high aspirations and clear, noble
goals by enabling Emiratis to take
their rolein society and get involved
in social voluntary work to improve
their insight in life through their
positive participation in society.

Aswerely on education to build
a highly-qualified human capital,
we have taken huge strides and
made significant achievements in
the field of education. The govern-
ment has tapped on al resources to
spread the culture of education and
has modernized curricula to ensure
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€ € The UAE leadership firmly believesthat citizens are the tar get
and the tool of the development process

build their own nations and soci-
eties.

Today, our federation has
proven its high performance and
strong determination to keep abreast
of the modern age by utilizing all
new ventures in science and cre-
ative thinking, which has made it a
living example of progress and
advancement not only in our Arab
world and the region but aso in the
whole world, without risking our
unique traditions.

Thisis our beloved United Arab
Emirates. We have lived under the
flag of the federation, grown up
under these skies and progressed on
thisland to reach the prosperous sta-
tus we enjoy today. Congratulations
to all of us on this 40th anniversary

of the National Day, congratulations
to the people who have built this
nation that was founded by the late
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan
and his esteemed brothers, therulers
of the UAE. Through your dedica-
tion and achievements, you have
proven your worthiness of the
responsibility of building this feder-
ation on solid grounds.

On this anniversary, we have a
nation that still follows the footsteps
of the founding fathers in building
our country. Ever since President
His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin
Zayed Al Nahyan took charge of
leading the Federation, he has fol-
lowed the footsteps of the late father
Sheikh  Zayed bin Sultan Al
Nahyan, embodying the values of

nobleness, honesty and trustworthi-
ness in the interest of our country’s
prosperity and stability. President
His Highness Sheikh Khalifa firmly
believed that “Our aspirations for
our nation know no boundaries. Our
ambitions for our citizens have no
limits. Our hopes for the future are
being realized as we start a new era
that reflects the national visions for
the next phase of development in
line with the principles that we
announced regarding our covenant
and road map. It is a new phase
based on the principle of ‘Shura
and the rule of the law with the
approach of defining responsibili-
ties and delegating authorities and
liabilities and with the purpose of
achieving justice and empowering




Peace be upon you all,

On the second of December
each year we reflect on the extent of
our perseverance to build our coun-
try and the determination of those
who have pledged to build and sup-
port its structure. This year's
anniversary is specia in that it con-
cludes four decades in the lifetime
of our beloved country, four
decades of patience, struggle and
hard work that earned the UAE the
high statusit enjoys today and made
it an example to follow and a sym-
bol for those who aspire for the
progress and prosperity of their
countries.

The story of the past forty years
has been about the unity of this
country. The United Arab Emirates
has taken aclear path towards going
the extra mile and utilizing time as
best it can, areflection of the wise
leadership’s vision of reinforcing
the role of the Federal Government
through effective legislations and
integrated policies of planning and

execution, of underpinning effec-
tive coordination and integration
between the Federal Government
and the local governments and of
focusing on the methodologies of
strategic planning and continuous
development of performance and
output, without sacrificing the effi-
cient management of government
resources.

One of the unique features of the
UAE's experience is that, in addi-
tion to its wider scope, it is geared
towards humanitarian causes. In
four decades of national and dis-
tinctive, creative efforts, our federa-
tion has emerged as a strong, mod-
ern nation that values the spirit of
justice, respects and protects human
rights and preserves its original
Arab and Islamic value system.
This faith has been reflected into
making continuous efforts to spread
aculture that is open to the other, a
nation keen on nurturing friendly
relations with other nations, a
nation that re s the other's
rightsto live with dignity and safely

€¢

The story of the past
forty years has been
about the unity of
this country
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One of the unique
features of the UAE’s
experienceisthat, in
addition to its wider

scope, it is geared
towar ds humanitari-

an causes.
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General His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces
to the “Nation Shield” Journal marking the 40th Anniversary of the UAE National Day

n the 40th anniversary of the UAE Nationa Day

General His Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces made a statement to the
“Nation Shield” journal in which he said that the UAE leader-
ship firmly believes that citizens are the target and the tool of
the development process. Therefore, the UAE leadership will
stay focused on the goal of human development.

The full text of His Highness's statement:
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On 2nd December 2011, the UAE
marks the 40th anniversary of National
Day which is a memorable event in the
UAE history and a day to remember the
Founder of the Federation, the late
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan and
his brotherly pioneers (May God bless
their souls).

Our National Day celebrations are
not about an event down the memory

interest was dedicated to agriculture,
fisheries, livestock, trade and tourism
where investors were encouraged to
pump assets for further development.
The government has been coopertive
in every way possible to provide a suit-
able environment where successis guar-
anteed.

Another area of interest was the
issue of women who made their way up

Following a subtle, well balanced,
political approach, several peaceful ini-
tiatives have been launched by the UAE
to end Iran's occupation of the three
Islands- Greater and Lesser Tunbs and
Abu Mousa through dialogue and nego-
tiations and by affirming UAE's con-
stant right to these Islands. The need to
find a solution to this cause received a
huge positive response and support at
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
summits. Itishoped that Iran would lis-
ten to the voice of reason and return the
occupied Islands to the legitimate
owner, and thus maintain cordial, frater-
nal and good neighborly relations with
it.

I would seize this endearing
National Day occasion to convey my
heart-felt ~ congratulations to  His

lane, but about the birth of a federation  to senior government posts and legisia- Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al

driven by the firm belief, will power and
determination of the late Sheikh Zayed
and his brotherly pioneers (May God

tions guaranteeing women's rights have
been enacted.
For defense and security, all

Nahyan, President of the UAE and
Supreme Commander of the Armed
Forces, (May God protect him), His

bless their souls) to realize the dreams  resources have been assigned by the Highness Sheikh Mohammed  bin
of the UAE people who aspired to a government to strengthen the armed Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-President

modern state where the spirit of cooper-

forces as an impregnable shield for our

and Prime Minister of the UAE and

ation, integration, equality and faith pre-  country. Military institutes and acade-  p 1o of Dubai my brothers Their

vail.
The National Day symbolizes 40
years of continuous building and devel-

mies have been set up and provided with
highly qualified and experienced staff.
Our force was equipped with top-of-the-

Highnesses Members of the Supreme
Federal Council and Rulers of the
Emirates, Their Highnesses Crown

opment under our wise leadership who — art weapons and equipment to defend Princes, and the people of UAE wish-

realized massive educational, health,
economic and socid  development
strengthened by political stability and
security and support for Arab, Islamic
and, indeed, humanitarian causes.

Nationally, the UAE, driven by a
firm belief that well educated people are
the backbone of the Federation, has
shown special interest in building
schools, institutes, colleges, technical
and vocational centers and universities
to build a qualified generation capable
of taking responsibility in all aspects
with adequate efficiency to develop and
boost the community so as to keep up
with the march of civilization.

With this approach in mind, the
march of health-related achievements
was pursued whereby qualitative and
quantitative strides were made in health
and medical services throughout public
and private hospitals. It helped build a
healthy community.

Much has been done for the infra-
structure where  highways, bridges,
ports and airports were built and giant
industrial projects carried out. Specia

our beloved country. A significant and
effective role was given to the police
and security forces to enable them
shoulder their heavy responsibilities and
pre-empt any attempt to undermine our
security and stability.

On the Arab front, much time and
more efforts have been given by our
wise, farsighted and politically shrewd
leadership to set our Arab brothers on
good terms and use logic to settle their
differences in order to achieve solidari-
ty, close ranks and promote the role and
status of the Arab nation on the world
map.

The UAE keeps a truly impressive
record in serving the just Arab, Islamic
and humanitarian causes according to
the sublime values of justice and equal-
ity, making frequent calls for Arab soli-
tary and unity and making generous
contributions to various development
projects in these countries. Hence, it is
no wonder that the UAE has earned,
thanks to our wise leadership, the
respect and appreciation of various
Arab, Islamic and other countries.

ing them further progress and prosperi-

We pray the Almighty to render
successful our effortsto keep the UAE's
flag flying high, and beseech His
Blessings on our good land.

€€

All resources have been
assigned to strengthen
the role of the armed
forces who serve as an
impregnable shield for
our country.




His Highness Sheikh
Saud bin Sagr Al Qassimy,
Member of the Supreme Federal Council and Ruler of Ras Al Khaimah,
to the “Nation Shield” Journal marking the 40th Anniversary of UAE’s National Day

n a statement to the “Nation Shield” Journal marking the

40th anniversary of UAE National Day, His Highness
Sheikh Saud bin Sgr Al Qassimy, Member of the Supreme
Federal Council and Ruler of Ras Al Khaimah, affirmed that
National Day was not just an event down the memory lane, but
the birth a federation driven by the firm belief, will power and
determination of the late Sheikh Zayed and his brotherly pio-
neers (May God bless their souls) to realize the dreams and aspi-
rations of the UAE people.
The full text of His Highness's statement:
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Your safety is not simply an aspiration.
It's a right.
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The 40th anniversary of the
UAE National Day coincides with
the announcement of the results of
elections of 50% of the National
Council (NC) representatives — a
development which will go down in
history as one of the great achieve-
ments of H.H. Sheikh Khalifa bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the
UAE and Supreme Commander of
the Armed Forces, (May God pro-
tect him). Preparations are under-
way for the second participation in
government which should be added
to another achievement: allowing
women to vote and run for the
National Council. It is one of their
rights and as the newly introduced
experiment proved, they have truly
become worthy of it. Umm Al
Quwain had the honor to claim this
credit. Thisinitiative is undoubtedly
areflection of the plans set by His
Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, President of the UAE
and Supreme Commander of the
Armed Forces, (May God protect

him), His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed bin  Rashid Al
Maktoum,  Vice-President and

Prime Minister of the UAE and
Ruler of Dubai, Their Highnesses
Members of the Supreme Federal
Council and Rulers of the Emirates,

to accelerate people’s participation
in governance.

It has been habitual in National
occasions to make the National Day
anniversary an occasion to review
national policies in order to contin-
ue developing the Federal State,
raising the standard of living and
setting new targets. Thisreview was
inspired by the founder of this great
edifice, the late Sheikh Zayed bin
Sultan Al Nahyan (May God bless
his soul), and his mates. The wise
leadership of His Highness Sheikh
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
President of the UAE and Supreme
Commander of the Armed Forces,
(May God protect him), was a sure
sign that we are on the right track.

A top priority of the Federal
state was to increase national
resources and provide a decent life
for acommunity based on self suffi-
ciency, justice and comfortable life
not only for citizens but also for res-
idents no matter what they do. This
was made evident by our leaders'
keenness to transform the UAE into
an environment that fits the highest
standards of healthy human com-
munities and is inspired by scientif-
ic advancement. And they did.

Despite the oil wealth, the UAE
tops international investors in

ADETT

renewable energy, a move taken in
anticipation of the future and driven
by a deep conviction that oil will
remain, even with the possible
introduction of new more friendly
sources of energy, a valuable com-
modity as araw material for various
essential industria products.

UAE's interest in international
affairs was never limited to what
was going on in Asia and the Arab
world, as it also showed special
interest in humanitarian affairs. The
UAE had an impressive presence in
disaster areas anywhere, and has
become a model for international
cooperation and fraternity.

Finally, | beseech the Almighty
to protect our country and render it
able to achieve prosperity, and to
keep His Highness Sheikh Khalifa
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of
the UAE and Supreme Commander
of the Armed Forces, (May God
protect him), His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed  bin  Rashid Al
Maktoum, Vice President and Prime
Minister of the UAE and Ruler of

Dubai, my brothers  Their
Highnesses Members of the
Supreme Federal Council and

Rulers of the Emirates, in good
health.

€¢

Oil will remain a valu-
able commodity as a
raw material for many
essential industrial

roducts.

he UAE has become a
model for international
cotoperatlon and frater-
nity.




His Highness Sheikh
Saud bin Rashid Al Mo'alla,
Member of the Supreme Federal Council and Ruler of Umm Al Quwain,
to the “Nation Shield” Journal marking the 40th Anniversary of UAE's National Day

n a statement to the “Nation Shield” Journal marking the

40th anniversary of UAE Nationa Day, His Highness
Sheikh Saud bin Rashid Al Mo'alla, Member of the Supreme
Federal Council and Ruler of Umm Al Quwain, said this glori-
©ous memory was an opportunity to review nationa policies in
order to continue developing the Federal State and raising the
standard of living.
The following is His Highness's statement:
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Rulers of the Emirates, and the
faithful UAE people.

It is no coincidence that the 2nd
of December is an important day for
the UAE people and Arab brothers
within and outside the Emirates and
everyone who knew the UAE
founder the late Sheikh Zayed bin
Sultan Al Nahyan (May God bless
his soul) and cherished his succes-
sor His Highness Sheikh Khaifa
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of
the UAE and Supreme Commander
of the Armed Forces, (May God
protect him).

Thanks to the benevolent leader-
ship of the late Sheikh Zayed, the

miracle of the UAE Federation was
born. The late Sheikh Zayed
believed from the outset that the
Federation was our destiny and the
vehicle to attain our aspirations. We
watched him working diligently and
sincerely to sow the seeds of unity
and togetherness throughout the
UAE soil.

Today we celebrate the UAE
“national day” as we conduct the
Federal National Council (FNC)
elections for democratic participa-
tion of the people. The joy is,
indeed, renewed with our hearts full
of hope for a good today and a bet-
ter tomorrow as we see our wise

leadership strive to proceed and to
support our people in various
aspects. Such is our leaders’ confi-
dence in public resources and their
firm belief that the people will spare
no pains to contribute to building
our national edifice.

The UAE is proceeding, with
God's Grace, steadily and confi-
dently with its march to convert a
barren flat desert into a breath-tak-
ing landscape thanks to the live
interaction between daring initia-
tive, originality and human creativi-
ty. The UAE has come a long way
in building a great solid reputation
at regional, Arab and international
levels, and has become a vibrant,
effective member in the internation-
a community and earned world
recognition, respect and apprecia
tion.

The umbrella of development
was opened up to include education
and culture as well. New, well-edu-
cated, highly sophisticated genera-
tions armed with science and
knowledge have graduated from
schools, ingtitutes and universities.
The family was also given particu-
lar attention whereby necessary jobs
and houses were provided. A casein
point is Zayed Housing Project
(ZHP) which helps provide citizens
with convenient, care-free accom-
modation.

Finaly, | pray to the Almighty
to bless the soul of the late Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, render
successful the relentless efforts of
His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the
UAE and Supreme Commander of
the Armed Forces, (May God pro-
tect him), and to safeguard our secu-
rity and stability.




The grandeur of the 2nd of
December is nothing less than that
of the founding fathers of the UAE
Federation who were driven by a
firm belief that the Federation wasa
vehicle for power, dignity, strength
and goodness, and pledged dedica
tion and hard work to provide a
decent life for their people. Driven
by the spirit of the Federation, they
strived to achieve glory and raise
the UAE's flag sky high. It is no
wonder that they are adored and
cherished as much as the goodness
and prosperity they have left
behind. We beseech the Almighty
to bless the soul of the late Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan and to
protect his successor His Highness
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, President of the UAE and
Supreme Commander of the UAE

Armed Forces, (May God protect
him) and render his efforts success-
ful.

We seize the 40th anniversary of
the UAE Federation to thank the
Almighty for His blessings and for
rendering our humanitarian and
development efforts successful.

It gives meimmense pleasure on
this glorious occasion to convey my
heart-felt congratulations to His
Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, President of the UAE
and Supreme Commander of the
Armed Forces, (May God protect

him), His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed bin  Rashid Al
Maktoum, Vice-President and

Prime Minister of the UAE and
Ruler of Dubai, my brothers Their
Highnesses Members of the
Supreme Federal Council and

€¢

It is no coincidence
that the 2nd of
December is an impor-
tant day for the UAE
people and Arab broth-
ers within and outside
the Emirates.
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His Highness Sheikh
Hamad bin Mohammed Al Sharqy,
Member of the Supreme Federal Council and Ruler of Fujairah,
to the “Nation Shield” Journal marking the 40th Anniversary of UAE’s National Day

n a statement to the “Nation Shield” Journal marking the

40th anniversary of UAE National Day, His Highness
Sheikh Hamad bin Mohammed Al Sharqy, Member of the
Supreme Federal Council and Ruler of Fujairah, said it was no
coincidence that the 2nd of December was an important day for
the UAE people, Arab brothers within and outside the Emirates
and everyone who knew the UAE founder, the late Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan (May God bless his soul) and cher-
ished his successor His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, President of the UAE and Supreme Commander of the
UAE Armed Forces, (May God protect him).
The full text of His Highness's statement:
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ple to the most successful ever fed-
eration, let alone preserve, cement
and use this experience in maintain-
ing the interests of the UAE people
and earning the praise of the whole
Arab world.

Our present-day leaders also set
agood example. God has endowed
us with a leadership that holds in
high esteem the founders of our
country and the architects of our
development, the national interests
above anything, and continues to be
determined to do so. The march will
go on no matter how big and how
many challenges we encounter. We
will follow Sheikh Zayed's road
map until the mission is accom-
plished.

We are thrilled to see the 40th
anniversary of the National Day this
year coinciding with people's par-
ticipation in the 2011 Nationa
Council (NC) elections. These elec-
tions strengthen the Shura and com-
plement the 2006 election of 50% of
the NC representatives which put
the UAE on equal footing with the
industrialized states in economic,
urban, social and media develop-
ment.

The NC elections leave the door
wide open for further democratic
steps that can be made only gradual-
ly and in compliance with national
requirements and aspirations. It isa
step that will energize and strength-
en the federa ingtitutions vis-a-vis
the new requirements of the future.

The blessed Federal State had
two strong pillars,  namely
science/lknowledge and  socia
development, and was highly
admired in the Arab world and also
internationally thanks to its eco-
nomic progress, culture, science and
art. It managed, with God's grace,
to redlize the ultimate goal of devel-
opment: improvement of national

human resources. Huge financial
resources have been earmarked to
public service and utmost efforts
made to arm the new generation
with science and knowledge.

We are absolutely confident that
the rising generation is able, with
God's help and with knowledge,
diligence, hard work, dedication
and hope, to attain national goals.

During the 4 decades of its exis-
tence, the UAE Federation trans-
formed itself into a flourishing
modern state where prosperity and
security prevailed. The infrastruc-
ture was set up as a basis for mas-
sive socio-economic development
and to raise the standard of living in
order to provide a decent life.

Under the Federation, gigantic
achievements were made and the
UAE has become an exampleto fol-
low among world countries, thanks
to economic prosperity, balanced
development and water-tight securi-
ty which earned it world attention,
recognition and respect. A case in
point is the UAE hosting various
international exhibitions, festivals
and sport competitions al the year
around.

The fluctuations of the world
economic and financial positions
did not stop the UAE from making
unprecedented  economic  leaps
which deepened the true signifi-
cance of the Federation in every-
body’s heart. The UAE has become
a unique example of the emerging
modern economy state.

Under the Federation the UAE
has witnessed massive, unprece-
dented urban and agricultural devel-
opment. Per-capita income and the
standard of living skyrocketed,
thanks to equality, wealth circula-
tion and modern services extended
to all citizens including those living
in remote areas.

The hedth facilities aso had
their share of government attention
which was aimed to build ahealthy,
productive citizen. Hospitals and
health centers and clinics were built
throughout the emirates, thus mak-
ing the UAE one of the best health
care providersin the world.

The UAE has also set up amod-
ern, state of the art network of high-
ways to link al the emirates. This
was accompanied by ports and air-
ports.

Heritage never fell from the
radar of the Federal State in order to
acquaint the younger generation
with the values and traditions of our
ancestors. Particular emphasis was
placed on aquatic sports which
reflect avibrant stage of our history.
Marine championships and tourna-
ments were organized all the year
round. Other areas of interest were
camel and horse races and museums
which give a true reflection of a
bygone era the younger generations
should know about. The door was
aso left wide open for arts and cul-
tural affairs.

The 40th anniversary of the
UAE National Day isan occasion to
renew our alegiance to His
Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, President of the UAE
and Supreme Commander of the
Armed Forces, (May God protect
him), to pursue our march toward a
more promising tomorrow. | would
like to seize this memorable oppor-
tunity to convey my heart-felt con-
gratulations to our leaders and the
UAE people.



We should be thankful to the
Almighty for the Federation, for the
wise leadership behind this magnif-
icent achievement and for celebrat-
ing the Federation under the slogan
of the “Spirit of the Federation”.
The Federation embodies the spirit
of the whole nation — a bastion for
all UAE people.

It gives me great pleasure on
this blessed occasion to convey my
heart-felt congratulations to His
Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, President of the UAE
and Supreme Commander of the
Armed Forces, (May God protect
him), his brother His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, Vice-President and
Prime Minister of the UAE and
Ruler of Dubai, my brothers Their
Highnesses Members of the
Supreme Federal Council and
Rulers of the Emirates.

The 2nd of December 1971
marked the blessed birth of the
United Arab Emirates as the Rulers
managed to translate the people’s
dream into reality, thus crowning
long years of hard work marking
the first unique federal experience
in the Arab world.

Today we remember the
supreme sacrifices of our ancestors,
most important of them being the
late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al
Nahyan (May God bless his soul)
and his fellow brothers whose
names are recalled with reverence,
respect and appreciation.

The Federation’s march was led
by the late Sheikh Zayed and we
will always be grateful to his gener-
ous contribution. No words are
enough to fully acknowledge his
contributions but suffice it to say
that he managed, with his farsight-
edness and resolve, to lead his peo-
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We thank the Almighty
for enabling us to cele-
brate the 40th anniversary
of the UAE National Day
under the slogan “Spirit
of the Federation”. The
Federation has helped to
unify the whole nation of
seven Emirates into a sin-
gle entity.




His Highness Sheikh
Humaid bin Rashed Al Nu’aimy,
Member of the Supreme Federal Council and Ruler of Ajman,
to the “Nation Shield” Journal marking the 40th Anniversary of UAE’s National Day

n a statement to the “Nation Shield” Journal marking

the 40th anniversary of UAE National Day, His
Highness Sheikh Humaid bin Rashed Al Nu'aimy, Member
of the Supreme Federal Council and Ruler of Ajman, has
affirmed that the Rulers of the Emirates succeeded in trans-
lating people’s dream into reality, crowning long years of
hard work marking the first unique federal experience in
the Arab world.
Full text of His Highness's statement:




It has been four decades for the
Federation in which “we got it all”:
a strong modern state, people with
dignity to preserve national identity
enjoying adecent standard of living,
and great impressive achievements.
It is a bright reality with a bright
past leading to a brighter future with
God's help.

Such is the fruit of the
Federation — a great achievement
we and our brothers Their
Highnesses the Rulers of the
Emirates have promised to the
leader of our march the late Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan (May
God bless his soul). Plans were
drawn and foundation laid and rein-
forced, and thus the Federation was
born. Though some were lost —
including the Father, Founder and
Creator of the Federation - in the
process, the national march is pur-
sued with full thrust after having
learned a valuable lesson: The
strength of unity. Set as an ultimate
goal, the Federation was a pioneer
experience for history books to con-
sider with appreciation and admira-
tion. It was a unique experience in

terms of altruism and unselfish
efforts.

We have done a lot, but more,
heavier responsibilities still lie
ahead. The Federal state is experi-
encing a great transformation
toward genuine democracy starting
with the National Council elections
to take the UAE toward new hori-
zons to retest the national will
under the wise leadership of His
Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, President of the UAE
and Supreme Commander of the
Armed Forces, (May God protect
him). The elections are joined by
the UAE women who have become,
with knowledge and a deep sense of
national identity, worthy of partici-
pation.

Itistime for al UAE citizensto
put extra effort and dedication.
Particular emphasis is placed on the
younger generations who we con-
sider the essence of life, the fuel for
the future and the architects of
advancement. Doors are wide open
for them to help push the wheel of
progress forward. We are al hopes
they will be able to shoulder their

responsibilities with sincerity and
true awareness of the federa
achievements and strong commit-
ment to our accomplishments.

Let science be our effective
weapon in the face of emerging
challenges. Today, we should
remember, and remind others as
well, that our Federation has trans-
formed the UAE for good and that it
has elevated the status of the UAE
citizen — our true asset- as an ulti-
mate goal. It took the people in a
long journey from division to unity,
from unemployment and illiteracy
to science and knowledge and
offered them a world-class health,
educational, cultural and economic
system. The Federation has trans-
formed the UAE into amodern state
on equal footing with other devel-
oped countries.

Let us put our interest in unity
above our interest in life itself. We
should remember, and remind oth-
ersaswell, that thereis not, and will
never be, a place for small entities.
“Unity is power”.



His Highness Dr. Sheikh
Sultan bin Mohammed Al Qassimy,
Member of the Supreme Federal Council and Ruler of Sharjah,
to the “Nation Shield” Journal marking the 40th Anniversary of UAE’s National Day

n a statement to the “Nation Shield” Journal marking the

40th anniversary of the UAE National Day, H H Dr.
Sheikh Sultan bin Mohammed Al Qassimy, Member of the
Supreme Federal Council and Ruler of Sharjah, said “We have
done alot, but more, heavier responsibilities till lie ahead. The
Federal Stateis experiencing agreat transformation toward gen-
uine democracy starting with the National Council elections to
take the UAE toward new horizons to re-test the national will
under the wise leadership of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the UAE and Supreme
Commander of the Armed Forces, (May God protect him). The
elections are joined by the UAE women who have become, with
knowledge and a deep sense of national identity, worthy of par-
ticipation.
The following is His Highness's statement:
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arms but by science, creativity and
excellence.

We are writing a success story
whose chapters and outcome have
impressed the whole world. In the
meantime, we are building econom-
ic, cultural, humanitarian and acad-
emic communication channels with
all countries, driven by afirm belief
in the vital role inter-state relations
can play in strengthening peace, jus-
tice and equality for mankind.

Our Dear Great People

We look forward to a promising
future built together with a spirit of
teamwork and to preserving our
genuine, traditional Arabian roots,
to open up to our Arab and friendly
countries to get in touch with their
cultures. A constant UAE policy,
this openness helps us move on,
reach for the world and revitalize
UAE's role in the financia, eco-
nomic, political, cultura and
humanitarian circles.

We seize this endearing glorious
occasion to highlight the role our
national organizations, ministries
and departments play in nation
building and sustained develop-
ment. Driven by a firm belief in
these entities and since assuming
my post as Prime Minister under the
wise leadership of my brother His
Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Sultan
Al Nahyan, President of the UAE
and Supreme Commander of the
Armed Forces, (May God protect
him) the government started a plan
to reorganize and activate these
organizations, improve the perfor-
mance of government institutions
and introduce information technolo-
gy in most public services. The gov-
ernment made efforts to maintain
and ensure transparency in govern-
ment-run offices to provide world
standard service, hold the reckless
accountable and reward the creative

minds who are keen to uphold
UAE's reputation and status, not as
a slogan but as an institutionalized
state.

Thanks to the guidance, support
and grace of His Highness Sheikh
Khalifa bin Sultan Al Nahyan,
President of the UAE and Supreme
Commander of the Armed Forces,
(May God protect him) the govern-
ment managed to put national orga-
nizations on the track on transparen-
cy, excellence and technology
whereby world standard perfor-
mance was maintained by 90%
which will hopefully jump to 100%
counting on everybody’s coopera-
tion and love for their country and
national identity.

Making this statement to the
“Nation Shield” Journal which has
proven itself as a respected military
publication over the past forty
years, | seize this opportunity to
congratulate the journal founders,
manageria and technical staff, and
wish them further progress in their
noble mission.

Finally, it gives me the honor to
convey my heart-felt congratula-
tions to His Highness Sheikh
Khaifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
President of the UAE and Supreme
Commander of the Armed Forces,
(May God protect him) and high-
light His Highness's far-sighted
guidance and limitless support to
build a strong national army driven
by justice, genuine Arab and
Islamic values and loyalty for our
beloved country, and to defend
UAE's independence, sovereignty
and achievements.

It gives me also pleasure to con-
gratulate my brother His Highness
General  Sheikh Mohammed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of
Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme
Commander of the Armed Forces,
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We, the rulers and the
ruled, look forward to a
promising future built
with the spirit of team-
work and to preserving
our native, traditional
Arabian roots.

for his relentless efforts to serve
national interests and strengthen the
UAE with strong armed forces, and
for his continuous follow up to
equip our forces with the latest
weapons, equipment and knowl-
edge. | would like also to congratu-
late my sons and brothers officers
and non-commissioned officers of
the armed forces for their round-
the-clock vigilance, training and
preparation to meet the challenge
and to achieve excellence in modern
military sciences, training and skills
as to keep a vigilant eye to provide
an impregnable shield to the securi-
ty and stability of our country, peo-
ple and community.

On this glorious National Day |
would like also to congratulate our
youth who proved themselves and
praise their ability to overcome
obstacles by will power, creativity
and excellence in various aspects.
We are proud of our diligent people
for their continuous great achieve-
ments which will go down in histo-
ry asasource of inspiration and cre-
ation for the coming generations.



We celebrate today 40 years of
massive national accomplishments
for our people and our country
which placed the UAE as pioneer in
various respects. It would not have
been possible but for a far-sighted
vision armed with iron-will and
determination to conquer the
impossible —aword non-existent in
our vocabulary.

Ever since the 2nd of December,
the wheel of development, steered
by the late Sheikh Zayed and sup-
ported by the late Sheikh Rashid
(May God bless their souls), never
stopped. The march has continued
under the leadership of my brother
His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin
Sultan Al Nahyan, President of the
UAE and Supreme Commander of
the UAE Armed Forces, (May God
protect him) and with the strong
hands of our youth at work to build
apromising future filled with hope
and ambition to render the dream
true and pursue achievements for
our coming generations to enjoy.

Our future generations will be

left with an august cultural and
humanitarian legacy — a legacy to
remember by celebrating national
occasions on top of which comes
our glorious National Day. It is
bountiful with sublime patriotic val-
ues where loyalty to our country
and to our leadership who have
been generous in their efforts to
provide security, stability and
decent life for the people of our
beloved country comes on top.
Annual  celebrations of our
National Day aso mak new
achievements which are added to
our towering national edifice. The
festivities are not only about slo-
gans, decorations and nationa holi-
days, but aso about the great
achievements we have made so far
in the humanitarian, economic cul-
tural, service, health and education-
al fields to make our people happy.
Countries are not about high-rise
buildings, but rather about enlight-
ened and trained human resources
capable of defending the soil, repu-
tation and achievements not by
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We promise to
bequeath to future gen-
erations, a cultural and
humanitarian heritage

€€
We are building
economic, cultural,

humanitarian and
academic communica-
tion channels with all
people.



His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Vice-President, Prime Minister of UAE and Ruler of Dubai,
to the “Nation Shield” Journal marking the 40th Anniversary of UAE’s National Day

n the 40th anniver sary of the UAE National Day His

Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, Vice-President, Prime Minister of UAE and
Ruler of Dubai, made a statement to the “Nation Shield”
Journal in which he said that the National Day festivities
were not about slogans, decorations and national holidays,
but rather about celebrating the great achievementswe have
madeso far in humanitarian, development, cultural, service,
health and educational sectors. His Highness highlighted the
paramount role played by national organizations in the
process of nation building and sustained development.
The full text of His Highness's statement:
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vibrancy, resilience, diversity and its
sound legislative environment. Our
economy today remains on track and
flourishing, buoyed by the stellar per-
formance of some economic sectors,
the improvement in liquidity, and the
increase in surpluses. However,
while expansion and diversification
of the economic base rise in
growth rates are all important leading
indicators, they are not an end in
themselves. Rather, they are means
towards the higher end, which is the
happiness of man, the coherence of
family, the solidarity of society, and
the sovereignty of the state. This is
the development model approved by
the UAE Vision 2021, as a sustain-
able model of human society, whose
target is to empower the society and
to build the capacities, skills and
knowledge of its members. It is our
roadmap for the future and the main
way to address the challenges faced
both by the State and by society. On
the top of these are national identity,
the imbalance in the job market, low
productivity and the week rates of
replacement and Emiratisation. We
have already taken serious measures
in that direction by establishing the
Federal Council for the Demographic
Structure, the National Qualifications
Authority and the  Khaifa
Emiratisation Fund as well as other
agencies. We hope the initiatives of
these bodies will serve as a redistic
prelude for tackling these challenges
we are facing, like Emiratisation, the
reduction of foreign workforce
increasing of the opportunities for
training and the qualification of the
national workforce in a manner that
hones their skills and puts more
demands on them.

While recognising the role and
contribution from the business sector
over the past forty years, it must be
noted that this sector should display
more commitment today in terms of
corporate social responsibility, so as
to expand its participation in nation
building, in protecting the local com-
munity, in increasing productivity
and in the provision of investment in
development and training and in
attracting national human resources
by creating more job opportunities
for them.

Dear Emirati men and women,

Our State is adopting a national
security and defence strategy based
on enhancing and  supporting
arrangements for maintaining public
security and the rule of law aong
with developing skills and raising the
efficiency of human element, in addi-
tion to our commitment to combating
terrorism and al forms of alien

organised crime and to dealing in a
serious way with whatever harms
internal security and stabili

With God's grace, the UAE is
today acquiring the ability to defend
our national gains and to protect our
vital interests. We have given our
armed forces specia attention as a
protective shield for the sovereignty,

independence and security of the
homeland. These forces have effi-
ciently kept international security
and peace and have proven their high
efficiency in delivering aid to broth-
erly and friendly countries. Our
armed forces will remain a source of
our pride and a depository of our
trust.

Dear brother and sisters,

The current transformations in the
Arab World have proven the sound-
ness of the principlesand pillars upon
which our State has been based since
itsbirth, which call for respect for the
human bemg and his dignity, guaran-
teeing his rights as the backbone of
stability of our communities and the
essence of the security of the State.
We have built our foreign policy
principles and practices on modera-
tion, the maintenance of security and
stahility, the adoption of peaceful
means to settle internal and external
disputes, on recourse to international
legitimacy, on respect for the rule of
law and the aspirations of peoples,
establishing relations of cooperation
with al countries of the world which
treat the UAE with all respect and
appreciation and are keen to extend
bridges of friendship with all its
dimensions and forms.

The commitments to these values
have been clearly evident through the
approach we have followed in sup-
porting the GCC joint action. We are
keen to continue working with our
brothers in the GCC to complete
political, economic, security and
social integration. And, as part of our
membership of the GCC, we are
closely monitoring the situation in
our sister Bahrain, asserting our full
support for the efforts being made by
its leadership to promote nationa
dialogue in a way that preserves its
security and unity.

As we follow developments in a
number of sisterly Arab countries, we
affirm our respect for the choices of
their peoples and express our support
for the ongoing efforts to overcome
this situation in a manner that pre-
serves unity and cohesion and meets
the aspirations of their peoples. We
will aso continue our full support to
our Palestinian brothers and to their
efforts to restore their legitimate
rights and to declare their indepen-

dent state. We are also committed to
offer everything that will help to
ensure that stability, security and
development prevail in friendly
Islamic countries.

As part of our international respon-
sibility, our State is working serious-
ly to enhance and coordinate human-
itarian assistance and relief pro-
grammes and to provide aid develop-
ment to developing countries, along
with its contribution to international
efforts for peace-keeping, reconstruc-
tion, disaster and crisis management,
as well as responding to appeals for
humanitarian relief.  This is con-
firmed by the UAE's distinguished
partnership in maintaining interna-
tional peace and security, its effective
contribution in various UN activities
and its agencies and its pledging of
assistance to the tune of billions of
dollars. We remain committed to our
principled policy to prohibit the pro-
liferation of weapons of mass
destruction and to engage with the
international community to spare the
world from the dangers of nuclear
proliferation.

Brothersand sisters,

The security and stability of the
State is a trust and keeping it is a
responsibility which doesn't tolerate
leniency or hesitance. Our galant
Armed Forces and our Police and
security forces have been and will
remain the strong protective shield
and line of defenceto earn thetrust of
and maintain the security and stabili-
ty of the country and its citizens. We
salute those commanders, officers
and personnel on thisgloriousday for
their dedication and faithfulness in
performing their duty and for what
they do to upgrade our nationa
defence and security capabilities. We
also pay tribute to the children of the
loyal UAE people for showing soli-
darity, allegmnoe a unity in their
ranks and a deep consciotisness. We
also greet residents from sisterly and
friendly countries who are living
among us.

Together, we have gone through
major steps and have witnessed years
replete with achievements and suc-
cess. And we, with the aid of God,
will stay the course of the triumphal
march, steadfast and in full confi-
dence, so as to reach that for which
we aspire - a promising future of
prosperity and well-being.

We pray to the Almighty that He
may keep our country strong and
secure and that He may grant us the
determination and strength to protect
it asan oasis of security, stability and
prosperity.
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with local governments and in full coor-
dination with other segments in society.

Qur prime concern will be to deliver
thisvision and makeit aliving reality in
amanner that realises the aspirations of
both the leadership and citizens for a
more secure and prosperous future. The
Council of Ministerswill be responsible
for transforming these aspirations into
programme that have specific targets
and transparent standards. The Council
of Ministers has alr finalised the
arateglc framework of the UAE Vision

Honourablecmzms.

We are progressing confidently
towards a decade that will be spearhead-
ed by the sons and daughters of the
UAE. | have a word for all leaders :
heed the voices of the people, take them
into consideration while you are plan-
ning, setting goals and making deci-
sions. In aworld that has diverse organs
of mass communications and platforms
for social contacts, it is necessary for
governments to seek the best and effec-
tive tools of communication with the
citizen everywhere, to listen to his
voice, to learn about his trends and to
respond to his aspirations. This requires
that we should pay attention and that we
should listen.

Based on that, we assert that broaden-
ing popular participation is a firm
national trend and an irrevocable option
which we have chosen with our full
will. We will continue to take it further
forward, gradualy and steadily, in
response to the aspirations of our people
for ahomeland for which they can come

forward together to serve and develop
its society. We have successfully com-
pleted the second phase of the gradual
approach we adopted as a method to
expand the popular participation in elec-
tions and to empower the Federal
National Council (FNC), increase its
powers and enhance its role. This phase
was crowned with the election of a new
FNC which has commenced its sessions
as a more voca organ of the national
will. We hope that the Council will per-
form its role in complete cooperation
with the executive authority asarespon-
sible platform for national issues and
with a positive impact in decision-mak-
ing

Dear sons of UAE

There is no distinction between one
citizen and another in our State...... all
are equa in rights and duties and the
main purpose of government activity is
to improve the quality of life, to ensure
sustainability of reasonable living stan-
dards for citizens and to ensure that all
mjoy equal opportunities and fair privi-
leges in a sound societal and family
ambience where all feel justice and sta-
bility. This is what we are pursuing
through many development initiatives
in sectors like housing and services
across the emirates.

Within the context of theseinitiatives,
education will receive a top priority,
getting a major allocation in the federal
budget for 2012 which will enable it to
secure the required potential to develop
its structure, to upgrade its output and to
link it with the needs of development
and the job market.

On top of this, the conditions of
employees in  education will be
improved, and new advanced curricula
will be introduced that deepen the sense
of belonging and identity, promote the
values of moderation and incorporate
the latest developments in systems, sci-
ence, technology and languages.

Out of our keenness to raise agenera-
tion that is capable of carrying responsi-
bility and of pursuing the drive for
development, the government has
launched a set of integrated policies to
build the capacity of our youth and to
create an environment that will equip
them to take part in economic, social,
cultural, political and sports spheres and
will stimulate them to actively engage
in voluntary work and community
development. Towards this end, we
have created a ministry to take care of
their affairs and have established the
General Authority for Y outh and Sports
Welfare. Child care has seen spectacular
progress with the creation of the Higher
Council for Maternity and Childhood.
Similarly, we have made the empower-
ment of woman a pressing national pri-
ority. Thanks to sound planning, our
State has an honourable record in terms
of the rights of women; our women
enjoy full rights, able to take partinall
activitieswithout discrimination. All the
doors are open for the UAE woman to
make more progress.

Brother Emirati men and women

Our country is forging ahead steadily
in making progress and our national
economy has weathered the storm of the
global economic crisis thanks to its



bin Sultan Al Nahyan was a magnifi-
cent achievement that has earned our
country a prominent regional and inter-
national standing in the sphere of the
environment.

In all development fields in the coun-
try, including the increasing contribu-
tion of women in the workforce and the
provision of full social care to all seg-
ments of society with special attention
being given to youth, and, in pamcular
the vulnerable (the handicapped and the
elderly), the indicators of the progress
achieved have prompted many interna-
tional organisations to rate our country
as one of the most prosperous and as
one of those delivering the best welfare
services worldwide. Building on this,
we will continue with our plans to fur-
ther develop our human resources
build their capacity and skills, since we
believe that the human being is the tar-
get, the end, the engine and the means
of development. We will also continue
to encourage national qualified profes-
sionals to take their natural place in the
present renaissance drive to ensure a
more bright, promising future.

Brothersand sisters

The Union whose 40th anniversary
we celebrate today is a social and col-
lective responsibility. It is a project for
renaissance and a continuous action
plan. The selection of the "Spirit of the
Union" as a theme for this year's cele-
bration is a true expression of the gen-
uine experiment which veritably
embodies the originality, values and
specia nature of the reality of the UAE.

Keeping the Union's spirit dive is

something that can be achieved through
the empowerment of the UAE citizen
who is the top national priority and the
focus of the vision for the future that
guidesall strategies and policiesthat the
government will adopt, in all sectors,
over the next ten years. Empowerment
of the citizen is our project for the next
ten years of the Union - a project
through which we will lay the ground
for amore confident and strong national
personality and whose driving force and
cornerstone will be an active Emirati
who is proud of his stable and coherent
family and of his well-founded, dynam-
ic community where security and jus-
tice prevail, where the values of volun-
tary work and of initiative are highly
recognised, with a forward-thinking,
modern learning system, an

high quality heath services, a Knowl-
edge-based sustainable and diversified
economy, an integrated infrastructure, a
sustainable ~ environment,  well-con-
served natural resources and, finally, an
eminent status on the international
stage.

These pillars were the same that guid-
ed our founding fathers to lay the foun-
dations of this State. And in meeting the
demands and aspirations of the people,
they agreed upon a constitutional
framework for afederal system of gov-
ernance that deals with people on an
equal footing, that guarantees their free-
doms, that unlocks their potential, that
mobilises their resources, and that pro-
vides them with more opportunities
through powerful federa institutions
that perform their work in integration
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The UAE has
become an attractive
hub for businessmen
from all corners of
the world and a
magnet for foreign
investment.
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The security and
stability of the State
isatrust and keep-
ing it is aresponsi-
bility which doesn't
tolerate leniency or
hesitance.




The UAE has become an attractive
hub for businessmen from all corners of
the world and a magnet for foreign
investment. With its high quality invest-
ment climate and the diverse and enor-
mous investment opportunities that are
available, the UAE leads the Arab
World in indicators of the macroeco-
nomic environment, the securities mar-
ket, the corporate and institutional envi-
ronment, and international financing.

Although we concentrated on devel-
opment of the oil and gas industries as
the backbone of our economy and of the
energy industry in our country, the
State, at the same time, pursuing eco-
nomic diversification and in order to
meet the growing demand for energy, is
setting out to invest heavily in renew-
able energy and nuclear power so as to
reduce the consumption of conventional
energy sources and to increase oil and
gas exports. This approach is clearly
evident through the Masdar Iniliative
and through the UAE being chosen as
the headquarters of the International
Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA).

Our belief in education and knowl-
edge as pillars of development and
progress has the motive that led us
to devote more care to regular education
and higher education. Statistics show
that from only 74 public and private
schools in 1971, with 32.800 students,
the number had risen to 1,186 schoolsin
2011, with around 800,000 students.
There are aso 76 federal and local gov-
ernment and private higher education
institutions  throughout the emirates,
working in coordination and coopera-

tion to provide diverse, high quality
learning opportunities for our children
in al fields of knowledge.

The government has paid special
attention to the health sector and has
worked diligently to provide high quali-
ty qualitative curative and preventive
services as well as care for mothers and
children. The UAE can boast of now
having more than 92 government hospi-
tals and 246 centres for primary health-
care and maternity and child care, com-
pared to only 7 hospitals and 12 hedth
centres in 1971. This is in addition to
dozens of private hospitals and thou-
sands of specialist clinics. The govern-
ment is planning to upgrade and mod-
ernise the health sector so that it will
become one of the best worldwide in
terms of quality of practices, services,
medical professionals, the percentage of
Emiratisation, along with abroader con-
tribution by the private sector.

As for the housing sector, the govern-
ment has built and distributed thousands
of low-cost houses and built modern
fully-serviced cities across the country.
Since 2007, the Ministry of Public
Works has been implementing anation-
a housing plan which aims to meet
requirements of citizens over the next
20 years. The Sheikh Zayed Housing
Programme and other similar govern-
ment-sponsored  agencies  are also
undertaking ambitious housing projects.
We have al'so prepared a national hous-
ing strategy which is now being under-
taken in full coordination with other
local housing initiatives.

It is appropriate a this point to

express our appreciation for the role
being played by the national committee
which follows up implementation of the
Presidentia initiative to upgrade the
basic infrastructure in various parts of
the country. The budget for these pro-
jects, aimed at improving the standards
of services crossed AED 7 hillion.
Financial support will continue to flow
50 as to deliver the objectives of these
initiatives.

Our foremost concern from the outset
has been to build an infrastructure base
that serves our development goalsin all
domains. For that purpose, the govern-
ment has built road networks, sea and
air ports and has expanded these facili-
ties to serve the country's ambitions in

terms of the economy, trade, finance
and tourism. It has also launched a
range of initiatives projects in terms of
culture and information so asto advance
its strategic policy to become aregional
hub for media, culture and arts, as well
as a bridge for civilisational interaction
between civilisations. Capitalising onits
state-of-the-art complexes and facilities,
the UAE has become an important cen-
tre for regional and international sports
events.

The government has made immense
efforts to protect the environment, to
improve water and natural resources
management, to conserve biodiversity,
animal species, and endangered marine
and terrestrial flora, to protect and
develop fisheries and to establish more
nature reserves. What was done in this
field under the stewardship of the
founding father the late Sheikh Zayed



Sons, daughters, brothers and sisters,
Men and women of the Emirates,
Salam Alaikum Warahmatullah Wabar akatu

We celebrate today the 40th anniversary of the establish-
ment of the UAE. Our country has made remarkable achieve-
ments that have catapulted it to the ranks of advanced natlons
thanks to the sincere and tireless efforts spear
|ate Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan and his fellow found-
ing fathers who toiled in silence to initiate a march whose
aims fit with our genuine national values and principles. We
will pursue their approach in shouldering this responsibility
with diligent work to achieve further progress and prosperity
for the homeland and its citizens.

On thisgreat day, we offer our heartfelt congratulations and
profound appreciation to my brother, His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al' Maktoum, Vice President and
Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, and to my
brothers, Their Highnesses the Supreme Council Members
and Rulers of Emirates, for their support and for the care they
give to the march of the Union, protecting the country,
defending its gains and meeting the aspirations of its children.

This Union that is with us today in terms of political
achievement and socio-economic reality was neither a gift or
agrant nor an easy achievement. Rather, it was the fruit of a
good tree planted by our fathers who dreamed of the ideawith
hope, took care of it with their dedication to raise the flag of
the Union as high as they could and strengthened its pillars.
They are really the spirit of the Union; from their life and his-
tory, generations will draw lessons and will continue to carry
the responsibility under the eyes of aglorious nation that takes
pride in its past, its giving present and promising future.

In the 40 years that have passed, the State has channeled all
of itsefforts and potential to serve the country and itscitizens.
More than this, it hasinvested all of its resources and energies

in the building of afederal, pioneering modern state in which
the values of solidarity, coherence and unity have been deep-
ened, the concepts of work, dedication and participation have
been promoted and in which the sense of belonging and pride
in the achievements of the glorious federal march has been
upheld.

Men and women of the Emirates,

Your State has earned a prominent place in the international
community thanks to what has been achieved over the past
four decades in all walks of life. We have succeeded in build-
ing arobust federal government and activelocal governments.
Our State today is ranked as one of the best countries in the
world in terms of the efficiency of its services, its general
policies and the credibility of the government with regards to
local community.

The UAE is, moreover, acknowledged as one of the most
secure and stable countries, as a lavish investor in education
and in the provision of qualifications for its people. Our judi-
cia system has also received appreciation for itsintegrity and
for the trust placed iniit.

The UAE has the second largest Arab economy, thanks to
the robust and sound economy and prudent policies that are
based on openness and diversification of sources of income.
The UAE Gross Domestic Product (GDP) rose from AED 6.5
billionin 1971 to AED 1,248 hillion by the end of 2011. GDP
per capitarosein 2011 to AED 174,000 per annum. The value
of foreign trade went up from AED 13 billionin 1971 to AED
1,737 billion in 2011 while the share of non-oil sectors in
GDP rose from 30% to 71% in the same period. The State has
a viable small and medium scale enterprises sector (SME).
The industrial sector has made remarkable achievements
especially in terms of the increase in the number of enterpris-
es. Large industrial complexes have been created, drawing in
massive investment that has boosted the State's strategy for
developing the productive base of the economy and diversify-
ing sources of income.




His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan

President of UAE
to the Nation Shield Journal on the occasion
of the 40th anniversary of the UAE National Day

On the4oth anniversary of the UAE National Day, President HisHighness
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan made a statement to the “Nation
Shield” in which he said that this Union that is with us today in terms of
political achievement and socio-economic reality was neither a gift or a
grant nor an easy achievement. Rather, it was the fruit of a good tree
planted by our fatherswho dreamed of the idea with hope, took care of it
with their dedication to raise the flag of the Union as high as they could
and strengthened its pillars. They are really the spirit of the Union; from
their life and history, generations will draw ons and will continue to
carry theresponsibility under the eyes of agloriousnation that takespride
in its past, its giving present and promising future.

Full text of His Highness Statement:
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Editorial

Words fall short whenever we describe the “Miracle of Federation” which brought
together the seven Emirates of the UAE. Though many were sceptical about the
Federation our forefathers had the iron will and determination to conquer the impossible.
Hopes were high and words turned into actions, and those who stood for strength, impregnabil-
ity and unity agreed to initiate the Federation.

The UAE march to form the Federation is rightly unique considering the changing world
we live in. The Federation had its pillars strengthened according to the vision and will of our
founding fathers who strived to find the UAE a prominent place on the world map. Efforts were
put in high gear to convert the arable desert land into lush greenery, darkness into light. We
seek God' s grace to bless the sincere efforts of the late Sheikh Zayed (May God bless his soul)
and his supporters who helped the Federal state move steadily along the march of goodness and
prosperity for citizens and residents alike.

The past forty years have proved UAE's ability to grow and prosper, thanks to the spirit of
unity, partnership and sincere action instilled by the founding fathers — a momentum still main-
tained in our national achievements. This foundation was based on justice, faithfulness and
dedication shown by the founding father, the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan and the
rulers of the Emirates (May God bless their souls).

As we celebrate the 40th anniversary of the National Day under the slogan “Spirit of the
Federation”, we recall the true meaning of the Federation which reflected the farsightedness of
the late founding fathers led by the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan (May God bless
his soul) who worked hard to render the dream true. His footsteps are followed by our wise
leadership His Highness Sheikh Khalifabin Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, President of the UAE
and Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces (May God protect him) and Their Highnesses
the Rulers of the Emirates who use the past as a launching pad for the future and stress the
national sense of belonging to the UAE.

The “Spirit of the Federation” reignsin all heartsin love with the UAE — hearts driven by
interest in watching a pioneer experiment in a changing world.

The editorial staff of the “Nation Shield” Journal would like to seize this glorious occasion
to express their heart-felt congratulations and renew their pledge to our rulers and crown
princes to close ranks and highlight the slogan “God, Nation, President”.

We wish our beloved Emirates a happy National Day and beseech the Almighty to bring
more prosperity to our land and people.
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